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The ore was originally used for
the production of pig iron, which
was made into steel. Demand
diminished with the arrival of new
technologies, and now most of
the small amount of ore produced
is annealing ore, used to extract
carbon from castings. It is also
used in the manufacture of pig-
ments for paint and cosmetics,
and there is a flourishing tourist
demand for mineral samples and
for the striking jewellery created
from the polished haematite.

There are facilities for the disabled,
refreshment area and a souvenir
shop, where a wide selection of
geological samples from all round
the world, books about the mine
and jewellery made from haematite
may be bought.

The Heritage Centre is open to the
public every day, 10am to 4pm,
from 1st April to 31st October,

with underground tours at 10.30 and
13.30 weekends & Bank Holidays.

Underground tours are also avail-
able all year, including weekdays,
by prior arrangement. Please phone
the mine (01946 820 683) for details.

Suitable footwear and old clothes
are advised for underground tours.
You may get dirty.

Frizington A%086
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Whitehaven Cleator
Moor
A595
FLORENCE
MINE
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Thornhill &
Haile

Calderbridge A595

FLORENCE
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The last
deep
working
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mine in
Western
Europe



isit the Florence Mine Heritage
Centre, Egremont, West Cumbria,
part of the mining tradition of
West Cumbria.

Situated just south east of Egre-
mont on the A595, at the Wilton
turning, the Heritage Centre is

on the site of the historic Florence
Mine, the last working iron ore
mine in Europe.

The rich iron ore deposits, known
as haematite, are found in abun-
dance in the limestone layers of
West Cumbria. The red ore is the
distinctive colour of the mine, its
buildings and the people who still
work there. Not surprisingly, it
gave the miners their nickname
'"The Red Men of Cumbria'.

At the Heritage Centre you can
learn about the story of the miners
and how they lived and worked,
and extracted the ore from the
ground. The museum contains

the clothes they wore, the shovels
they used, and the clay pipes they
smoked. In the Heritage Centre
you can visit a reconstruction of a
drift (or tunnel), and find out what
life was like down Florence Mine
at the beginning of the century.

Mining the ore, which began with
the early Britons and Romans,
developed in the 1830s, helped

by the advent of the railways.
The mines near Egremont were
sunk at the turn of the century.

Florence Mine was named after
the wife of the Chairman of the
Millom and Askam Mining
Company and was first cut in
January 1914. By October 1923,
4,000 tons of high-grade haematite
was being produced each week.

The present shaft (No 2) was sunk
in the 1940s to extract the ore left
around the No 1 shaft, and then
in the 1950s connected to the
Ullcoats system presently worked.
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