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JUDKINS QUARRAY Nuneaten, Wearwicks

21st April 1989 Judkins Quarry,Nuneaton, Warks.
This was an interesting visit for the dozen or so mem-
bers as a rock fall had taken place in the area of the
curious copper mineralization that had been found on
previous visits. (the material collected on these visits
appears to be chal ite-bornite pseudomorphing
chalcocite?, mainly in a peculiar acicular form, but
with some other more chalcocite-like crystal forms
being present). On this occasion only a few samples of
the acicular material were found but the debris below
the fall contained much more of what appeared to be
quite recognisable chalcocite and also bornite pseudo-
morphing chalcocite. This was in both thin 'hexagonal'
plates and also in more substantial (4-5mm) dark blue-
grey 'hexagonal' prisms. A relatively easy excursion a
few feet up the quarry face brought more of this
material within reach and samples were distributed
among those present.

It is worth noting that@has produced an
unusual, and ibly new, sec copper mineral.
Onasubsequent visit Jim Wooldridgeand Roy Starkey
found some very small pale blue-green scorodite-like
crystals that have been shown 10 be a calcium copper
MD, John Faithfull). Specimens with
similar XRD characteristics, but a different crystal
form (prismatic) have also been found on the main
dumps at Roughtongill Mine, Caldbeck Fells, by mem-
bers of the Micromount Society. Further work is in
progress to fully characterise this material and this will
-nodoubtbe reported in more detail at some future date,
but, in the meantime, check your own samples from
both localities.
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RN 23 (199%)
Judkins Quarry, Nuneaton, Warks.
Sunday 5th April 1992

Bearing in mind the excesses of the previous
evening, a surprisingly alert group of 21 (plus a
couple of late-comers) congregated at the en-
trance. After a motorised Conga into, and then out
of the quarry (to avoid being locked in!), Roy
(Starkey) produced some large scale maps of the
area and the quarry to remind us all of the local
geology. There followed a brief description and
discussion of the mineralogy and we walked in to
see what had changed since our last visit. Not a lot
as it turned out, apart from an extension to the
lowest bench and a bit more encroachment from
the rubbish tip.

Some feverish activity over the next 4-5 hours
produced nearly all the expected minerals, al-

though no vanadinite or the incompletely analysed
calcium-copper-phosphate were reported.

The area that has produced most of the curious
copper mineralisation afforded more of the same,
with the Wallaces and Simon (Howell) appearing
to do rather well (have you unwrapped it yet
Simon?). The acicular chalcopyrite was reason-
ably abundant as was the bornite ps. chalcocite;
various blues and greens implied that some time
with the microscope ought to be worth while. On
the same bench Roy, and others, were working an
area to the south of the copper mineralisation that
produced some nice small cream to pink cockscomb

__baryte with what appeared to be sphalerite. Some

of the latter has a distinctly bluish surface coating
(not previously seen?, the sphalerite here is usu-
ally quite lustrous and pale brown to almost black)
and there are some very small (< 1mm) sprays of
reddish dendritic material (native copper?). Also
on the same bench, but to the north of the copper
mineralisation area, some malachite was unearthed
and th Shstitaued At Harhak wn o iis seaiatit



On the bench below, the area that has produced
galena, cerussite, mottramite and mottramite ps.
galena still afforded enough for everyone who
passed by. As on previous occasions, some of the
forms of the galena were quite strange, irregular
hexagonal plates and ‘folded foil’, as well as small
cubo-octahedral crystals (usualiy encrusted with
cerussite).

The rigours of the weekend eventually took their
toll and the party gradually dispersed with the
intention of joining the Southern Branch and the
AGM Roadshow next year.
% Frank Ince
25th July 1992
Seven stalwarts congregated at the works entrance
after the mornings visit to Croft Quarry and we
made our way to the quarry entrance. The new-
comers were given a brief description of the local
geology and mineralogy of the quarry and then let
loose on the rock. The majority of the expected
minerals were found (see AGM report), although
there were no reports of azurite or vanadinite.

Of particular note was some of the baryte-sphalerite
from the same bench as the copper mineralisation;
a few hemispherical aggregates (up to 1 cm) of
small pink baryte crystals with yellowish-brown
divhiakididta o 6 rd bl A al b At TN gl gl

(again some of the sphalerite had a distinct blue-
ish coating). The same area also produced some
quite well formed bright chalcopyrite crystals.

As expected an area on the next bench down
produced some small cubo-octahedral galena crys-
tals, the majority of these were either covered with
small cerussite crystals or replaced by yellow

mottramite.

The lowest level and the upper levels at the north
end of the quarry have been extended but, more
significantly, the land-fill operation is moving
ever closer to the mineralised areas. Unfortunately
the interesting exposures will be buried in rubbish
in the not too distant future. It is to be hoped that
enough material from this important mineralogical
and geological site will have been rescued and
conserved for future generations.

Frank Ince
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8 Aygust 1993 Judkins Quarry, Nuneaton,
warks: Do\ (oK) 2k

Givep the number of times we (and others) have
visited Judkins over the last few years, it was
difficpltto imagine that anything reasonable would
be left. This was not the case and some good
specimens of the acicular chalcopyrite/bornite (ps
chalcocite?) up to Icm were extracted, following
an intensive rock removing exercise. Some of this
was coated with ‘blues and greens’ but nothing
extragrdinary emerged when studied under the
microscope. It has to be said that this area begins to

look a bit unstable again and we left it well alone
and went off to search for other goodies. On the
same bench as the copper mineralisation, Mike and
Jeanette Kinder were finding some nice pale yellow
to brown hemispherical aggregates of sphalerite
crystals with white to pink cockscomb baryte and
colourless to pale pink calcite. Some of these
specimens also possessed quite bright chalcopyrite
and some small bright cubo-octahedral galenacrys-
tals. A few plates of pale pink scalenohedral calcite
crystals were also unearthed, and the odd passable
specimen of malachite was found (when will the
azurite turn up again!). On a lower bench some
more of the cerussite-covered galena with crusts of
yellow-brown mottramite and also some yellow
mottramite ps._galena were collected. Now this
area really looked (and sounded!) unstable and we
didlittle to change the topography here; like us you
should treat these rather loose blocks with caution.
All in all, it was a good day and there was enough
material for all those present, which was just as
well because some of our party of 8 had made the
trek from the London area.




-{‘éd!;‘m ?‘S’;rgys' 2N9“2n7¢iat°.'; : A\:,;ur::l; g;‘;ﬂe recent blast in a diorite intrusion revealing bright
rid ref: s

EEE \g ), green crusts of epidote coatingjoints, although it
CB, Leader: Neil Hubbard RS N ( i lb proved difficult to collect specimens. From here

we moved to the bench below, where it was still
: T s e ohdices e po:lsibrll:altlo collect thin l(;o:;ings of mottran}ite
made our way . , and s galena crystals altering to cerussite.
copper sulphides, stopping to collect 2 f:,w P xcce; Further along this face a pile of crushed stone was
of baryte and sphalerite on the way. A few goo piled up against the face allowed access high up to
specimens of chalcopyrite ?afteracicular chalcocite where good specimens of baryte with sphalerite
were collected after a lot of hard work. lAﬁfm and minor chalcopyrite could be collected along
from this, a few poor specimens of}xp&_}le_ with a few pieces of hemimorphite and traces of
were found before we reached the area which what looked like aurichalcite. From here we

was currently being worked. There had been a made the long trek out of the quarry after what
had been quite a rewarding trip.

e : Since the meeting, good news has been received
H a u}‘tL\D ‘.'\el E : C ; Q&( L;::L ta}éi ctl:s]ugrg 9d.ate for Judkins Quarry has been
(19%) MinMag b3[1] i3—16_ “
Wooldr dg,d\m, Na, Gty (BO7),(H:0: .- - orth

Trauwsp b l- eVm,w{' vkpmlo#c, ﬁp KJs ouqee
Y Cgﬁo&%pqr, borite, b ‘(]L’r

It was quite sad to think that this could be the last™
visit to the quarry asitis due to close in 1995. We
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ohe Just to underline the fact, no material taken frorﬁ
{gdl:nks ??;?é ZN;;;]“";‘; \z:;kigg B Judkin’s should be sold. We go into the quarry on
rid Ref: -

CB, Leader: Phil Jackman RS '\}("95> ﬂ, the strict understanding that this is the rule.

A full suite of the minerals to be found at Judkin’s 2 :

wasin factlocated with two exceptional additional 5 N (l@ 96) 9”9 / I 9 CT'Q/? ? / 77/5/ 76]
occurrences. Below the bench where sphalerite
and baryte have been known for some time Neil e | o -

Hubbard had on a previous visit found some CéLQC/(LQ / 5 l\,ﬂ.&-ﬁ‘? l{ / M&A”
hemimorphite which although small was ‘quite g =M o o F

nice’. Some judicious use of elbow grease by Neil ' oA QC\.C\.QC LLQ, \ [ ['{
and George Fletcher brought out two very ‘nice’, |

specimens of hemimorphite which must each’

have had about six square inches coated with ‘

sheaves and aggregates. Further exploration

brought some shows of aurichalcite and I was

then lucky enough to break into a small vug!

which yielded the best Midlands aurichalcite that ¢

I have seen (not that that necessarily means that °

it was any good!). I was however encouraged in

my belief when Neil offered to exchange half of

his hemimorphite for half of my aurichalcite, so

a deal was struck.
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