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An application to operate the United Kingdom’s
first open-cast gold mine is to be challenged by

environmental groups at a public enquiry which
opened in Northern Ireland on 20th Sentemher

If planning permission is granted, the proposed
mine on a hill at Cavancaw, near Omagh, Co.
Tyrone, could yield gold and silver worth £21
million over the next seven years.

In the past decade, several gold deposits have been
discovered in a belt of rocks stretching from Co.
Mayo in the West of Ireland, through Tyrone and
into Scotland.

The applicant for the Cavancaw project, Omagh
Minerals Ltd, hopes the mine will become an
important local industry, producing 11,000 ozs. of
gold and 15,000 ozs. of silver annually.
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The Omagh Gold Mining Action Group, opposing
the scheme, fears that sodium cyanide, used in the
process, could leak into the ground and heavy
metals, bound into the rock, will be discharged into
rivers. The group also objects to a 900 metre long
and 100 metre wide trench.

Omagh Minerals Ltd say that the trench will be
filled in after seven years of mining and that the
sodium cyanide would be continually recycled and

any sulphur residues taken to licensed disposal
sites.

The two stage enquiry is expected to last until
November.




CURLEY MILL, Tycere, }yzfavd.
] /

un(b8)  _Arwrile,  _chigoreolln; odrehoolrke,

,(L@fkvﬁt,' /Mé»ﬂ(kdﬂ\«" 7
] 7/

/




,DMNG;FH\JMO‘M; 7/\4(‘797\2 )fte/éow\g(

Lol s 7o Qons (1972) 4 (1] 24

Wosdl - Oﬁaﬁ VI M‘v, . MM-[«'?S
SN s LGV@A _e,aﬁk/ tow-arols




GORTIN _ Tyrorne N . |reland

o ™M o\(m_q’mvml Jdecav ) CAW
W\ " -
“The Times Q3/”/?55) imwm,Q ULnis dAscowd

n /recewf fw“os ; Lytre Aich
mm/‘& /Oacnruw/

f"mm, s T i

SPQ rrj Mt . (o - 121 roma

Borthtlomaws 4" |\reland ap, Sheet |- Winalt
\/ll in ~ EW ,o-HQa«m Va,QQa N o j, r(f:ggnm hil
K{l@?é‘v[’) [ 20 6' 4° 43 Sfmrﬁr\ I"HS







