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BARTON-ON-SEA, Semerset

Recent coastal protection work at Barton-on Sea
has introduced one or two new members to a new
style of field collecting in which the ‘quarry’
comes to them. Already, excellent radiating
masses of goethite, manganese oxides, traces of
malachite and several other minerals associated
with both Whatley and Merehead Quarries have
been observed. As yet, mendipite has not been
added to thelist! The local Council has confirmed
the above mentioned quarries as the source.
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~ Pyromorphite has only
been found in any quantity at Green Hill’,
Charterhouse, where it is associated with _galena,
cerussite, limonite and pyrolusite. Otherwise
pyromorphite-mimetite group minerals only occur
in trace guantities.
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Q\Lé(/ Field Meeting to Clevedon 18th August 1990

> Twenty one members met at 11.00am at Clevedon Pier
in not very good weather, but thankfully it improved
later. There was not as much mud as we had been led
1o expect. Azurite was soon located and some quite
good crystals to 2mm were found. Malachite was
noted but not in quantity or quality. It was some time
before we found phosgenite, but good crystals to ap-
prox 3mm were collected. Nodules of_galena contain-
ing cavities with baryte crystals coated wth a black
amo@us mineral were found. Also noted were small
amounts of aragomte and chalcopyrite and a few agate
potato stones. Quite a good turn-out, and a successful
meeting.
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The true name of Long Ashton Quarry is Durnford

Quarry, as we discovered on our arrival. We - \”7'\ - WM
were warmly greeted by the foreman in the CLT“[‘)C c l LCW Tk

absence ofthe manager, Mr Richard Tylerand he

gave out leaflets about the quarry and its geology ZLCLQ ni "LC(%Z. : SW{:

to our members. I had already had some very b
pleasant chats with the manager on the telephone g Eat)’ K b (ae & C{&' :
before our visit. As the foreman wanted to close

the site at midday we only had about 1.5 hours in

the quarry, which was insufficient time to give

more than a cursory look around the upper levels.

Little was found during our visit; some goethite

was probably the best find, and there was also

some minor _galena. Managanese_minerals have

been found here but not on this visit. After eating

ourlunchat the car park we moved to Stancombe

Lane Quarry, about two miles away.




Q%(Oﬂ? dn05 (€. o) ot h2p 3/07
. b rhodookr@ﬂk Leniin
/n/Loo/ﬁww bouldlery” %@4 ,fwca :

Plvﬂo( Y[ come Y or w\)-"/fvf
ca.laie" Stme o uwue/

> lrmm on; sewe w. %Lﬁ ﬁLe,Q&-q
/a_,w—zd o "G mm sng

baryte. On $op wd? . cmyiom
m Ng ).-7 Hie 714611!"1

R Twrner e M R umsey (101@4 Russ, See. B 3-46

br'aumbe +M =) Cerugsibe; ol/\a,(ca’e;, olom
ﬁy_@_&% eewckibe “égdm_ceéﬁzﬁ%




DURNFORD Q ., Long Ashter, Som. (1

lgen-kro/lbe, Malach, €~€/ apite t’hod@d\rosw\:@‘
Séﬁ’at‘te/ 9\LLP"\U—F/ wo.d wuiﬁentte




S A S R T T T T R s o e i T S
Mendipa. [ 16S ST St 529
EANER HiLL FARM. Clodie Mma,o S

OB MM 2‘0 mnqm “ M
m.@
&QL«J 7 fm O’nsf 4f_jcam
Adendutic ’M, /V\Hvu:f elae.




119

ST Sk &5

_ERST HARPTQEE/ Som -

C. Mlabagler: J .Luss.Sec. (1990) 3 49- o

o-erym,o”'c O?IM it oldd muurg

Cas-He \7 Ukjﬁc

5@I1-2 557 ear Fichme
a.o&lv Jaisal%y zx?sé‘

yRLaLq F{ 2 /Vn miner Pb.
|ron -« Mﬁ( ﬁo—%mctnc C m u_uuw( /it/
01(-2 SML

/nuxi' ¢€

iron  © (a(ﬂd a,QQmoc /»ev«(p&,..a.é
av;.eu W;ﬁ W:W a4 6c

W . Smd VeI g abu,ndavd: 1« ce it

al 961 597, o ﬁm(
Wawy a%ﬂltmt&

henci 51)‘1 GQAJ ke

7 ¢



b@“‘waww Q’l bbsi te , well-v l‘cw}

./L\aueqst m@f /Lak—( Jises
lio /Ma(/wf—m@oru XRD ;
I<aot.mt¥’, Chal ky (Galun 5(,0(!‘[91*0(#&
CoMMBN AL h scarbroi ke -

TurnereRumsey (2010)T. Quss, Sec. 12 3-46. A(Lookane

calcibe- cei/e_c,{'me C-éfLLSv.S(EQ dundas e; gLaLeNzt")'
T bbsile- lggg%gtte haugnwmntt@ hqdrob&)clb&
v\aolnmz « scarbro: be' smithscnke,

SHARAT CE, " faryte; oJcike; qalene(?); goethite
‘(P oml:e§ g)qf‘ev‘v\Ornhlt@




1 16 4 SS o1 3b

L g1sEN (evESON, isow\ HiLl MINE, Winsford, Q}
\ gxmoo/‘ [SOM

Dings (1956)  |ron-at-amed hafes, wth  lrown
/l\.@u/m/a/l/‘/(e Ve %.e%o\(e QMVIO(Q(‘:
botey. _paiornelane!

6. g2 Hav Cowmim (G]77) Su b ol fome
D lonpor, fpov Comn (e]77) Ny
e 120" inoine rrom pecinens  wend” ko
Rsuwd , 9fzs, = qodthile (brown otroak )




R T e o P S5 78’435"1
. Simenshath .
Wheal ELIZA,, Exmorr, Som

Se alhp EXMOOR MINE,2ke

Dinea(1950) 265. On Aier BARLE, |mR SE § Simensha¥h

Cprned (8Ub ((; Cu  buk ak acef% Loele mmz7
2 derde raed 1§64 .

NORTH LODE ; souTH L»oDE/' @ SHAFT A o S bank °7/’°5”’
wheal Eliza Coltage; an adit on N bank = cloae b Ve Mg,
Ore s _aidarike wie  Aleremamnaled s ? ClLCL[CO'pM

and _pyecke;  chalcocdde, onolachde  coud arox
oxide ‘msw fzawﬁ, Shone o giderte
aldered ke Aporgy Limonte %:Orwa‘n,(/qzq),
ﬁo,‘oM Py M;n-'ng:r. 848,120 =« 1£54 206, menhion bm\gﬂl\




PFC, PMMCT (1973) L] & Shmv&t 2 adits at
7864 281 on N bank ¢ K.Barle. o
_cgrfgg/r, /6’46;/‘65‘:’ but- o work abfy

qu fwno(‘ M% howe  |oon  worked
|¥56-7.

Awwf/v (Ieos’) 10k )MW,M, wlth  digaemi wasted




ELWORTNY PIT, Birendon Hl, Som.
See YEANON M.




1“1e3 SSs 760 34

RANG E
EMMETTS ,GrEymomq Som .

Prc, PMMeT (1972)[0s.  Unnamed Hiral
aoV irem on S bonk o7 ot cem

% il SE 51 Emme EEs Smnﬁ‘e‘



1ol an W

EXFORD MINE Sxfo-re(,, bitesss Som

Prc, PMMCT (1575) [119; (1970)[0 to.  Colloch ue
N ame /‘)3'/ BLﬁ'CMLr\*U‘D COuQT L“CKV/‘VZD
Cin Quacme WQer) ey ke wcv/uo( Au7

E,T.-n-e( lron G, 1875—1€81 i@w lron_e QLT/ et

WE H’VLMJ’ F{ r\r
sl E EYVOO"U( D(nrwcn\w/

[ex %%, 3€:7)




bin 4y 52 ; |in 163  Aound SS 761 377

EXMO0R {Aeden 1Ay MIVE "5 EY moor, Som.

N
See also Wh. ELizh; CORNHAM FORD MINE ; HANGLEY CLEAVE MM

Dinea /ICI%), 264 . =BLUE GHTE MINE Ink SE 52
CorNHAM FORD 2= [mR SW c? Simonchalth  Workaol
rmaw;Qv on  HRo6ErRs LObDE and DOUBLE LODE
NEW sH., ROGeERS Sh, DoUBLE Sh; GooseMoor Sh
Ole. v dmﬁﬂ v _guart wth i clias ong
R T D T PR yZJ@@(
wth 4\91106%1@ /ZL?@MD( (qro-iar8

T™MH (186%) b7 Joethade i Devorian , q%m Deey
'Oc;r(e/ J&xmocw‘\l” [T b Ke  mame <7 \the

ARt Ao on Which Exmoor Mine v st :
ard 4 N g oSy v gf@wne for CORMHAM FORD « N6




fEC, PMMcT (/9753[’_7 g EX voer Mtne G

cotlectine  pane BLUE cATE M. +
PICKED STONE S g /oawf a7 COR N HAM
FORD M. whew oocdesl by Ex oo
M?Mvj S\e/owa cate, [510-3,



EMESON ML MINE. W{nsﬁrl‘d € x moer, Som.
S RISEN HILL M.




1" 1bb S8 65 Ry
FrRRY CAVE QUARRY 5@;§C.M}c@el" Som

wwnarf»@,qu[,wléq Russ Soc 12 244 ealcitsy
ceruss . tey b}JQQ‘H’u,% (Mochre )c




1" 165 _ ST 5265
FELTON Win{—'m\e(l Som.
+ ;

QFSVM rl P@Emb—he% Min Rec. (1977 & S’ [4) 29%-303
\/

Ctmaﬁﬁ 0&

[—00( meen g oresl ¥V Ok
o — HALL Cpf/tﬁ—ﬂlq‘/ F{E/&hx dmé b

] Griat




(5 TeS o 90 éé

FLAX BOURTON Som (I)
S oo FREEMANS Q-

%M{NM? Cak . 0460) 3 ,(uW Flax Go«m‘on/ Sa-n)_

Parkinson's cat.(1959): Gsalena, pure cleavable massive

ap to 3 x 4-4in. )

[ .CaclEon. froe Bristol Natb. See (:999) 29 49i SMFI 16 :os>
%ana m ,CO.Q(,J&
o gane il 0)410(04 LE ‘/*aaw

_zs@&geﬂ4 quodh,
N. Zachari ahes (1993) T Rusg Sec & [1]33

“Cinnabar S bancem e C?'v:( ne Brisht, gv\ﬂ
STANCOMBE F(ow chm‘cm gk o1 B85 éz%‘a




Limertore 4(" 0. o o0 mosrend s sub-

veectical Cfe— de Kéins ({‘0 30cm3
Seme Mansy” _Jalona - '
ﬂ/m' An j L1

W . /ucj 10 suly s,
il wma(,ud' Sb-ridl  peuwclor

. by Maboqter (1993) froc freatel i
Na/ﬁt«%@waf See. L@ i 5-27- N eco am«abaf
4-/4 ACM-QQ,t ’90(,/ Wi voidy in. sHed

’Z% Vb/‘loh(v‘e—r C«é‘)ﬁ
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Wimpy-Hobbs Quarry, Stancombe Lane, Flax
Bourton, Avon [GR 504685] qu(;q@zb s

The quarry is situated south of the village of Flax
Bourton onthe A370 about six miles SW of Bristol.
It lies on the Broadcombe Down anticline, in the
lower levels of the Black Rock limestones of the
Lower Carboniferous Clifton Down Group. We
were informed that the minerals to be found include
calcite and baryte in veins up to 30cm wide, galena,
sphalerite, pyrite, cerussite, smithsonite,
bindheimitg(?), sulphur crystals 0.5-1 mm associ-
ated with the cerussite, anglesite (in galena), and in
theupper levels, tiny spots of cinnabar in the baryte
nodules where sphalerite has been weathered out,
the mercury originally being present in the sphalerite.
On the bottom levels, purple fluorite cubes 1-3mm,
quartz, dolomite, calcite and hydrocarbon minerals
can be found. What was actually found on Sunday
morning was a few floaters of calcite crystals, most
of which were damaged; one purple fluorite crystal;
some specks of cinnabar in both the baryte and
adiacent limestone and some small amounts of

galena in the baryte wnicn was taken home for
further examination under the microscope in the
hope that it might contain some anglesite and
possibly even sulphur.

Paddy Thorman
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When we arrived at Stancombe the safety officer
had not been told of our visit, despite all the usual
arrangements havingbeen madeand the indemnity
form having been signed and returned. He told
"t me that the visit could not be allowed, but
< realising that we were all properly equipped and
& were responsible people he showed us which
areas of the quarry were off-limits and the many
places in which we could work, away from the

X outside contractor’s equipment and vehicles.

U. Stancombe Lane Quarry has changed beyond
- recognition since our last visit. It has vastly
77 increased in size and millions of pounds worth of
new plant has been brought in. There was much
fresh material, but most of the finds were familiar
examples of baryte and galena, and small purple
fluorite cubes in vughs of calcite with some
dolomite. The flnorite crystals at Stancombe are
never plentiful, and certainly not on the scale of
Vaynor Quarry in South Wales. However, they
are rare in the Mendips, and anywhere in Southern
J England for that matter. The vughs in which the
C fluorite is found also contain _organic minerals.
One sample found by the author had an unknown

) black, soft flaky mineral embedded in a pink,
ca1c1te—hke material, which will need investigation.
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The name of the village Green
Ore is derived from Grenworth, and has nothing
to do with “ Green Lead Ore” (this erroneous
connection was first suggested by Spencer, and
has been repeated ever since!).
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er lunch our party mov Quarry, « 7 , 5 AL

just a short di‘;tance away by car. Here, most LOk,{A.L a2 CQQ(‘J"I‘Q i

members found samples of dolomite and purple 8‘ ack "Q/S e bp{ .fé s

fluorite, but few cubes of the latter. Good calcite

‘wasalso collected. All inall, it wasan excellent day PM—P,@Q ocC X ‘ S ou
in the field. = At
cl&fov?é't% F }o—eth»{e nsed |9

presented the latest information on the Southern

Branch’s adopted Quarry Project. Halecombe 2000

Quarry in the Mendips is developed in the same ﬁrg ere. £ Z“ ne ey /M)Ip%;}%@}“ﬁb
J‘

limestone sequence as Whatley, Merehead and

Holwell Quarries. It produces excellent purple | Ca | cibe: cerigsites do ( Gm; b@f
J 4 -y 4

fluorite_together with dolomite and gquartz.

Hydrocarbons are common and the variety of
calcite crystals is considerable. Regular visits are
under way and detailed surveys of structure,
mineralogy and palaeontology are being

developed. Look cVZ for 5f' thsi information at
9 7
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({ s Cl Soul}-ern Branch
2 April 1994 Coleman’s Quarry, nr Frome,

Somerset (Grid Ref: ST 728 450) and Halecombe
Quarry, nr Coleford, Somerset (Grid Ref: ST
702 475)

Leader: Jim Goulding
who attended. Mﬂm can be rather

unproductive, but not on this occasion.

AWQM

ZMW

Sue Cowdry and the author found a fissure lined
with good sharp dog’s tooth calcite with pyrite and
possibly_chalcopyrite banding. ing. After extracting a
few samples the work was handed over to allow
other members to collect specimens. Phil Bampton
located a sphalerite vein and banded samples were
collected, some with a yellow coating, possibly
_cadmium sulphide. Minerals found in this area in
“association with the sphalerite banding included
_smithsonite, hemimorphite, ?cadmium sulphide,
and on two specimens, brilliant pseudohexagonal

uO/llle



transparent micro-crystals, thought to be baryte.
The finds of the day, however, came from Chris
Alabaster’s attack on a small manganese pod, and
he and Steve Plant proceeded to burrow into the

quarry face! Manganese pods house the secrets of |

the Mendip’s unique rare minerals and some of
these became evident from the excavations. Small
samples of mendipite, the ‘blixite-like mineral’,

manganite, chloroxiphite, diaboleite, crednerite,
hydrocerussite, cerussite, _rhodochrosite.
barytocalcite and baryte were obtained. It is not
often that these manganese pods become exposed
and this time we were very lucky.
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on calcite, with pronounced saddle-shaped habit.
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Louis, Chem.+Ind.1223%, 252 and 286; Romens mined
Mendips gix years ~FEeT coming to Britain. Aversage
silver content of Pb ore in Som. is 2 oz/ton.

Dunham, Trens.G.S.Gles. 21, 395(1954): Summary of
mineralisation: veins trending E-W and N-S in massive
Carb.Lim. folded into en echelon periclines + over-
thrusts to the N. Galena, blende, hsem~tite, pyrite,
celecite, beryte; fluor v.rare. Rheetic, Lims =nd Inf
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For %S%%).structure see QJGS vols 85 and 89(1929

Parkins#on's Cat.(1959): Csalcite, trenspt. to transl.
xl. groups with predominant scalenohedrs, many
twinned on 'c!'. Var. manganocslcite, pink spheru-
1litic =2ggregotes in wad, showing delicate radiating
structure; also pale pink reniform coating on wad.
Cerussite, colourless to grey, massive to xlised.
Hydrocerussite, white masses with perfect basal
cleavage, with cerussite in w=d. Crednerite,
shining black metallic plates imbedded in hydro-
cerussite and wad. Goethite, verious shades of
brown, reniform with haematite; 21so velvety tufts
lining cavities in massive goethite. Reniform
heematite; red ochre, yellow ochre, limonite.
Mendipite, grey to pink fibrous, imbedded in hydro-
cerussite; some specimens with small smounts of
chloroxiphite. Pyrolusite, massive radisting with
calcite; also wad. 'Bristol dismonds' on goethite
snd csalcite.
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crystalline calcite. Underneath this was a layer of

may still be found. The locality is located on the
small knob of ground on the second level of the

uarry at its western end. Members who collect
here should beware of loose rock. The vein is
about 20cm wide and consists mainly of massive
pinkcalcite. There are stringers of sphalerite a few
millimetres wide. On the southern side there is a
pand of more coarsely crystalline_calcite about
5cmwide and this is associated with a thin stringer
of‘malachite.

9, 1 recorded some particulars of thelSandford

ine{when I visited it in about 1966. The
vein is formed along the bedding planes of the
1imestone which here dips at about 70 degrees to
the north. There are two levels off the entrance
shaft, the first at a depth of 55ft, and the second at
4 depth of about 70ft. In the 55ft level near the
entrance shaft the vein is about 5in wide. On the

hanging wall there is about 1in of coarsely crystal- |

jinemilky white calcite. This is followed by about
2in of dark brown limonitic clay, 2in of milky
white coarsely crystalline calcite, banded and
wughy, and finally a thin layer of limonitic clay.
There are extensions to the vein along the joint
plans. One such extension was about 1lin wide.
Theupper % in consisted of milky white coarsely

W&KY Locl . His wangpad tmds

limonitic clay with scattered crystals of galena
about %in thick. At the eastern end of the 55ft
level the vein was 16in wide, consisting of about
12in of limonitic sand on the hanging wall, fol-
lowed by 4in of coarsely crystalline milky white

calcite with specks of galena. The vein branches,

with up to several feet of limestone between the

branches.

3. On thz{southern slopes of the hilllhere isaline
of pits in the narrow strip of Dolomitic Conglom-
erate at the base of the hill. These pits were almost
certainly for ‘calamine’ (smithsonite), aithough
they are very overgrown and I have not been able
to obtain proof of this. The approximate map
reference is ST425587.
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- » riuuy. Beudantite is
fairly common at Shipham in association with
massive blocks of pyrite/marcasite. Much of the
material on the Mendips that appears to be ‘limonite’
probably includes one or more of the above
minerals. The galena on Mendip is often associ-
ated with quite large amounts of pyrite/marcasite
and the galena is noted for being arsenic rich

(associated tennantite-tetrahedrite?). Despite pub-
lications to the contrary, lead phosphate minerals
are rare on the Mendips.

S.Cowodry (1995 ) Russ Soc N loHer 27 245
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groups of minerals (often mixed together) appear
to be fairly common on the Mendips. Thave found
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Three.locations were selected for our visit to The
Mendnp.s and our thanks must go to Tony House
for leac}mg a highly successful trip. Inevitabl

Tony found the best fluorite specimens fron};
Whatley’s Quarry, though by lunchtime most
;njr:bgtrs hz:ll( acquired samples together with
olomite, pink an i i

ol hYdm;Zarbon Sd i/e;l_lo_»v_cgclte, goethite sprays
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Whatley Quarry, nr. Frome, Somerset
[Grid Ref: ST 731 479] - 26 March 1995

SB, Leader: Jim Goulding RGN (‘95)@
After a superb week of sunny weather our journey
to Whatley Quarry was disappointing, with drizzle
getting heavier nearer to our destination.
However, the drizzle stopped shortly after our
arrival and it remained dry throughout our visit,
which lasted from 10.00am to 3.30pm.

It was pleasing to have twenty-one members
from the Southern, Central, Wales & West and
South-East Branches attend this visit, our first in
the 1995 programme.

Mr. John Goodfellow, the Assistant Unit Manager,
was very welcomingand helpful, and kindly took
relays of members in the company van to the best
levels on the far side of the quarry, while Rick
Turner did likewise in his Land Rover. Most of
us spent our time on levels two and three, aftera
brief look at the unpromising level one.

PTO
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Manganese mineralisation in isolated areas soon
became evident, producing carbonatesand oxides,
but on this visit not the unique oxychlorides of
Merehead am} Colman’s &arries.

Sl IR

Rick Turner found a manganese pod, but this
merely had calcite inside. Dave Ferris worked
hard on a large manganese/calcite boulder, which
yielded samples of fine black goethite with clear
quartz crystals, rhodochrosite, small sprays of
malachite, and cerussite. Unfortunately, fine
cerussite crystals covering rhodochrosite did not

-1

RN(1997) 3L 13. Visad 4/

survive the hammer. The author worked on a
similar boulder, which yielded the same assemblage
of minerals. The malachite was in the form of
tiny sprays and flattened plates between calcite,
and may have formed after crednerite, which we
had expected to find. Some malachite had
formed around a black core. Other members
reported radiating pyrolusite, quartz crystal groups
and good calcite. Sue Cowdry found traces of
purple fluorite in dolomite but this was not worth
retaining. Steve Plantcollected two large examples
from a geode of black dog-tooth calcite - both
superb cabinet specimens.

When subjected to shortwave UV light, the
author’s box of samples looked like glowing red-
hot coals.

Ourthanksare due to the Management at Whatley
Quarry for kindly permitting our visit.
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