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24 September 1993 Burgam Mine,

Shropshire ) G\$ O% H) U

This is an easy location to find, lying next to the
Stipperstones-Shelve road, at NGR SO 358 996.
Casual conversation with other collectors at the
BMS Symposium in September about the pros-
pects of finding anything reasonable here was not
encouraging, but I decided to try anyway. The site
remains much as described by Starkey'. The only
apparent changes are a warning sign ‘Danger Mine
Shaft’ next to the 45ft open shaft (although it is not
mentioned by Starkey it looks rather old) and the
closure of the entrance to the upper level (abovethe
main spoil heap) by a steel farm gate set in concrete.

The main spoil heap is only a short climb from the
road, and was naturally the main object of my
attentions. There was no sign of recent activity
here. Digging in several places only yielded mas-
sive baryte and a small amount of galena. The heap
is very earthy, and without a water spray I found it
difficult to make a judgement about most of the
material I was uncovering (lack of experience, I

reckon).

Aﬁ'er a couple of hours, I started a careful investi-
gation of the surface of the dump. At first this also

proved fruitless, and I sat down at the base of the
heap to asombre lunch - cheered only by the beauty
of the day and the surroundings. Idly, my gaze fell
on a piece of dark shaley rock near my foot. It
carried patches of green. More moss? No... my
hand lens confirmed well-developed crystals of

pyromorphite to 2mm.

This was a cause for celebration - my first mineral
Inowingly collected. Two solo trips to the Caldbeck
Fells during the Summer had produced several
specimens that turned out to be of some interest
(my favourite being dodecahedral crystals of pyrite
from Carrock Mine) - but at the time I had virtually
no idea what I was looking for...

Several further specimens of pyromorphite of mi-
cro- to thumbnail size were collected. Isn’t it inter-
esting how once you see one, you see nothing else
but..? Most were rather poor with weathered




crystals. However, several show small but beauti-
ful emerald green translucent or resinous prisms.
They will always have a very special place in my
collection.

1. Starkey, R. 1982 Mineral Realm 4(1)
Rob Moseley
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CALLOW HILL,  Minster )-—'2\1 \/hFC"‘{') \ID
R S\ (1994) 24 ‘37‘45’\)/1004)@//9 3. N

Callow Hill Quarry, Pontesbury, Salop
The afternoon turned out to be very hot and the y-dloto S P W-QFC/‘Q M I\{
quarry was a bit like an oven. The main area of
interest was the remains of a dolerite dyke that
traversed the quarry. Joints in the unaltered dolerite
were covered with crusts of brick-red
microcrystalline_heudlandite. The dyke also con-
tained a sulphide vein of mainly massive dark
brown to black sphalerite and galena, however a
few galena and pyrite crystals were found, together
with vughs containing small lustrous transparent
yellow_sphalerite crystals. So much for the good
news, the not-so-good news was that the whole
assemblage was plastered with a tenacious dark
brown hydrocarbon - and very interesting material
it is to your average organic chemist! To the rest of
the world this stuff was extremely annoying as it
covered everything (animal, vegetable or mineral).
If youare able to gethold of it and, more important-
ly, can use it safely, this hydrocarbon can easily be
removed with dichloromethane.
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The following items are extracted from the North-
ern Mines Research Society (NMRS) newsletter.

Shropshire <) N (\9 94) 24
Construction engineers and conservationists have
been working together to safeguard the future of
endangered bats at Snailbeach Mine. Specially
designed bat grills are being installed on adits and
shafts as part of a reclamation project at Snailbeach
near Shrewsbury.

The mines are an important habitat for several
colonies of horseshoe bat which use the tunnel
systems for hibernation and breeding. The mine
shafts have direct access to the deeper levels witha
variety of humidity rates and air flows and the bats
use different levels depending on the time of year.

Snailbeach was first worked by the Romans and
reached a production peak in the 1870’s before
closure in 1955. The reclamation work is being
carried out by Shropshire/County Council with a
derelict land grant from the DOE and the main

centbld —>




SNRILBEACH MINE Worthen Sh S (—BZ)

contractor is Kinmain Construction of Oldbury,
West Midlands.

The first part of a two stage project has involved
closing off shafts adits and stopes to make the area
safe. A total of 15 of the mine’s shafts were
identified for treatment and three have been left
open and fitted with the grills. The shafts vary
between 1.4 and 3.5m in diameter and the deepest
runs 505m below the mine head. Many have
collapsed and some are still open but flooded to the
102m level.

Kinmain’s contract included the infilling of some
shafts, adits and stopes mainly with the large stock-
pile of mine tailings which contain traces of lead,
zinc and cadmium dust; an eyesore forlocal people
and an environmental headache for the local au-
thority.

Three separate 10m high stope complexes were
identified and ready mixed concrete dropped down
to close off the openings. Five of the mine’s adits
have also been filled.

Contaminated land around Snailbeach Village Hall
has been sealed and landscaped and the rest of the
‘white mountain’ as it is known locally will be
profiled and covered with topsoil as part of next
year’s phase two operations.




Roberts Level

You venture deeper into the mine to
old workings, which are just as the
miners left them. You can look up
into the great stopes, the spaces left
by removal of ore, created by miners
working only by candlelight.

look down into lower workings
accessible only to trained mine
explorers.

You are advised to wear wellington
boots as water in some places will be

over normal boot depth.

Allow 2 hours for the visit.

You will cross a bridge and be able to

&

Group visits

Site visits, led by experienced guides, can be

booked at any time between Easter and
October, to include both surface and
underground tours.
Please contact our tour coordinator.

Mike Moore
Tel. 01952 405105
mike @moorebooks.co.uk

or Steve Holding
Tel. 0785 0492 036

For full details see our website.
shropshiremines.org.uk
or see us at
Shropshire Mines on
Facebook and Twitter @ShropshireMines

Visiting the Mine \
Snailbeach is just off the A488 (SY5 ONX)
11 miles south of Shrewsbury

Shrewsbury

Pontesbury

Snailbeach

Stiperstones

Snailbeach
Lead Mine

Shropshire

ral' s

ﬂelvin@LA.Hecordings ¥ ¥

Yt i
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7

MINES TRUST

Please check Facebook and Twitter
to confirm opening arrangements.




Welcome to Snailbeach \

The best preserved Lead Mine
in The British Isles

The mine is staffed by volunteers and is
% g| normally open on Bank Holidays and Sundays
“  from June until October. 11am until 4pm.

'] There are interpretation panels around the site
P, and when the site is manned, a detailed
self-guided trail leaflet (50p) may be obtained
from the visitor centre (also downloadable from
the website).

B et e
e e

- T T

I Although there is no fee for accessing the site
or the buildings, a small charge is made for
underground tours.

Visitors are advised to use the private village
hall car park as there is solely limited disabled
parking at the visitor centre. The only toilets are
by the car park.

Please note that the site has many rough
pathways, steps and steep hills. It may not be
suitable for people with limited mobility.

Open when we have sufficient
volunteer guides.

A straightforward walk into a mine level along a |-
rail track bed. At the end, you will be able to
look 103 metres (336 feet) down into Engine

Shaft and see up to daylight to where the
Cornish engine house stands. Once pump rods
and winding ropes were used in this shaft.

In the surrounding area, displays of mining

equipment include a rock drill, trucks and a

2o kibbleNauroprdewill ™

explain the mining methods and the history of
the mine.

Visit takes approx. 30 minutes.
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Westcott Mine, Habberley, S\lop.(fzgg ID 2l |
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An interesting little mine; not as dry as we had been
led to believe and complete with flies and a fair old
pong (from a dead sheep?) in a flooded shaft! Past
the flooded shaft, at a bifurcation of the level, a
cavity in the roof produced some brown tabular
baryte on cream rhombs of etched calcite (a few
flies were quite annoying here). Following the
level on the left, a raise in the roof had obviously
followed a vein and, at the limit of climbing cour-
age, this afforded some white secondary baryte on
calcite. The debris at the foot of the raise produced
some massive white baryte and good specimens of
the chalcocite/baryte/calcite impregnated breccia
that also contained a hard black hydrocarbon. A

small areas of cuprite. Crystalline crusts of azurite
were quite common (some of this did not appear to
dissolve with effervessence in dil. nitric acid so
could it be linarite?) with malachite (although Roy
Starkey has found other greenish minerals here, eg
agardite-Ce) and possibly erythrite as pale pink
irregular grains on joint faces. A steep climb in the
sunshine to the dumps on the hillside above the adit
produced much the same sort of material but it was
all rather weathered. Whilst waiting at the car
parking spot some of us had a quick look at the,
overgrown, dumps of Huglith Mine; again a few
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