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24 July 1993 C Cassington Quarry,
near Oxford. C\9 9

This area is one of major geological importance
because of the abundance of fossil animal and plant
remains. A 5-6m bed of sands and gravels, dating
from an interglacial period about 220,000 years
ago, contains many of the fossils. This interglacial
has only recently been recognised in Britain. Be-
neath the gravels lies the Jurassic Oxford Clay,
used locally for brick-making. The clay contains
septarian nodules which may be up to 1.5 metres in
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diameter and are invariably very hard and resilient.
The nodules contain calcite and celestine.

Because of its importance, the area is being pains-
takingly recorded as the excavations proceed. There
will be a comprehensive publication of the data |
which will be available to us in due course.

Although the weather was somewhat inclement,
about 20 members and guests refused to have their |
spirits dampened and kitted themselves out in wet-
weather gear for the walk down into the pit. A
representative selection of the fossil fauna of am-
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monites, mammoth, bison, primitive horse, rein-
deer, fish and plants was found.

The_celestine is a pale blue colour and generally
totally fills the spaces in the nodules but there are
occasional crystals. Any celestine is very hard won
however, requiring the use of a large sledge ham-
mer to break the nodules and then the careful use of
a smaller hammer and chisel to remove an intact
piece. With due care everybody managed to re-
trieve enough to keep themselves happy. In con-
clusion tlianks are due to Mr R. Turner, manager of
the quarry, and to the management of ARC for their
willing help and courtesy which assured the suc-
cess of the trip.

Eddy Foy
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ARC Cassington Pit, near Oxford [Grid |
Ref: SP 458 105] - 24 September 1994 A |

SB, Leader: Austin Lockwood 29 ‘95
The news of the recent find of the Towilised
remains of a pliosaur at Cassington Pit no doubt
attracted the remarkable attendance of some 53
members of the Russell Society and their guests
from the Sidcup Lapidary & Mineral Society and
the Milton Keynes Geological Society. All three
societies are affiliated to the Geologists’
Association.

The manager of the quarry, Bob Turner, kindly
showed a set of photographs of the find, which
has been recovered by staff at Oxford University

Museum and had been reported in the national
press. The site of the find was currently under
some 3 metres of water but, fortunately for us,
most of the extensive pits were readily accessible.

Theareais of major geological importance because
of the abundance of fossil animal and plant
remains. A 5-6m bed of sand and gravels, dating
from an interglacial period some 220,000 years
ago, contains many of the fossils.
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CASSINGTON PIT,

Beneath the gravels lie the Jurassic Oxford Clay,
at one time used locally for brick making. The
clay contains septarian nodules which can be up
to 1.5 metres in diameter and these contain
calcite and celestine. The calcite isina dog tooth
crystal form and the celestine is a pale blue colour
and generally totally fills the voids within the
nodules, but there are occasional crystals. Any
celestine is hard won, requiring the use of a large
sledge hammer to break the nodules and then the
careful use of a smaller hammer and chisel to
extract an intact piece.

The fossil animal remains that have been found at
Cassington comprise mammoth, bison, primitive
horse and reindeer in addition to various species
of fish and plants. The Oxford Clay yields
gryphaea, belemnites and ammonites.

As is the custom in our Society, the members
helped those less experienced by assisting them to
find reasonable specimens, sharing their own
finds and helping with identification.

Wl‘ﬁn.o:,/, Oxon . (E)

Everyone found something of interest, be it
mineral or fossil, and whilst nothing to equal the
pliosaur was found, most people were well satisfied
with their day’s collecting. Several large pyritised
ammonites, up to 25cm, were collected from the
clay and these, when cleaned, will make very
attractive specimens.

Whilst the day was overcast, no rain was
experienced and the last members left the pit at
4.00pm via the track through the local farm, the
use of which enabled us to stay after the quarry
had closed. Our thanks are due to the farmer for
allowing this facility and to Bob Turner and the
management of ARC for their help and courtesy
which ensured the success of the trip.
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