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FALLOWFIELD MINE, ACOMB [NY 931 673]

The veins at Fallowfield lie in the outer, relatively low temperature, zone
of the orefield where the mineral assemblage is dominated by barium
minerals. The caommonest of these is _baryte though the northern Pennine
field is remarkable, and indeed unique in the world, for the abundance of
barium carbonate minerals. Of these witherite is the cammonest. This was
an important gangue mineral in the Fallowfield Vein and the mine was last
worked as a source of this mineral. Also present in the northern Pennines
are the double carbonates of barium and calcium, alstonite and
ba.ryto:nlc:Lte. Both were described last century as new minerals from

from this area. Alstonite is by far the rarer dimorph
a.nd:l.s recorded fram only four localities in the field (Young, 1985). It
appears to have been most abundant at Fallowfield where small specimens may
still be collected.
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Mat %e,rl

14th October 1989 Matfen and-Silvertop-Quarpies,
Northumberland. Another fine if cold day attracted

alarge party for Matfen Quarry. Continuing our meets
leader saga, Brian was unable to lead this meet but did
provide the handout. Iam grateful to Alan Pringle for
helping out at Matfen and Norman Thompson at Sil-
vertop.

The manager let us drive into the quarry and we then
worked our way doing the quarter mile or so of the main
face admiring the folding and fault features as we went.
The quarry works the Great Limestone. Mineralisation
is dominated by calcite and hard black bitumens but
very nice crusts of goethite after marcasite, and weath-
ered marcasite, were found. The overburden on the
Great Limestone is highly fossiliferous and this at-
tracted a great deal of attention.
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Having r'iﬁ%l:éeﬁ‘e?%ﬂag muczh%‘innllgr dust as
possible in order to make lunch a safe proposition
the party headed eastwards into Northumberland,
to Mootlaw _Quarry at Matfen [NZ 010 768].
Mootlaw Quarry works the Great Limestone for
roadstone. Over the past few years some fine

small-scale folding of the limestone has been re- |

vealed and calcite-bitumen mineralisation is in |

places very abundant. As so often seems to be the
case our visit coincided with comparatively poor
exposures of these features. However, for those

with a taste for such things the shales immediately |

overlying the limestone yielded a rich variety of

beautifully preserved brachiopods, bivalves and |

rare goniatites. \
N um b Brian Young
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Wellhope Shaft and Wellhopehead Mine,
Nenthead, Cumbria - 15 October 1994

NB, Leader, Trevor Bridges /5N 195 b
These mines are situated about 1700t high in the |

Nenthead area and are a long walk from the road.
I was praying for good weather, but got a rather
cold, misty and windy day with a bit of mizzle. It
could have been a lot worse.

Brian and I had made a very brief visit to these
mines some years ago and I found a few tiny
crystals of harmotome - a rare mineral round
here. I have wanted to go back ever since and
hence organised this meet. An intrepid party of

nine struggled up the hillside on a good track.
The track contains quite a bit of fluorite, which
clearly came from somewhere else, since there is
_none on the dumps. When we finally reached
Wellhope Shaft, we rummaged around the
extensive dumps. There is plenty of baryte,
witherite, ankerite, sphalerite (crystals) and quartz,
with lesser amounts of aragonite, calcite and
secondaries. For a long time we thought we had
“failed on the elusive harmotome, but fortunately
Frank Bouweraerts found a block with a few

crystals. P‘ T O :

O
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Lunch was caten in afrold engine house now
converted to a shooting cabin - far better than
sitting outside! We then moved off to

Wellhopehead Mine which was a bit more
sheltered. ﬁere there were w/i,gantmes of
witherite and some qunwm turned up.

SH s
There were also some interesting calcite crystals
on secondary baryte.
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