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Barlocco Mine [Grid Ref: NX 788474] On
arriving at Barlocco Farm to ask permission we
discovered that both the farmer and his wife were
geologists and furthermore were using the tips to
maintain the farm tracks. They told us that the top
level had gone, the middle consisted of a 250ft
shaft and the adits were unstable! However they
were happy for us to collect from the lower
dumps, which were the ones they were slowly
shifting, and so fresh material was exposed. There
was plenty of baryte (the mine was originally
worked for baryte), and we also found malachite,
chalcopyrite crystals, tetrahedrite/tennantite?,
baryte crystals, azurite/ linarite and erythrite. We

returned fully faiden up the hillto thank our hosts
who presented us with an informationsheeton the
mine written by the EarbyMines Research Group.
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Sunday 19 May Blackcraig Mine, Newton
Stewart [Grid Ref: NX 448644]

The party all met at the dumpsand thensplit up to
collect. Ian Dossett and Norman Thomsonstarted
to dig, Harry was wielding his hammer and the
rest of us were fossickingall over with the occasional
use of the hammer. Minerals found were; calcite,
galena, cerussite, pyrite, chalcopyrite, linarite,

smithsonite, 1 malachite, quartz and a couple of
unknowns Ourheroine of the day was Anne Snell
“who walked around handing out slices of home
made cherry cake, much grumbling from her
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specimens of quartz and specular hematite were
collected by most but the yellow radioactive

material was not be found this time. Meanwhile
yours truly had a short nap!
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Marbruie Cove [Grid Ref: NX 905555 | Having
negotiated the channels and mud flats we arrived "\.M CD( wan @p m L
at the cove and set to with a will. Connellite,

chalcocite, atacamite and malachite were soon
found by all. Meanwhile, balancing on the edge of
a buttress and looking like 2 hammer swinging
siren, Harry Critchley soon found erythrite and
possible trogerite. Thanks Harry for generously

donatmgspeamensto everybody. I:xentuallv we
had hadasasab sodeenoaad-d !
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19 May: Needles Eye, Solway Firth,

Dumfries & Galloway. ° :

The party metatthe appointéd time and place and ‘

proceeded to descend to Needles Eye. This I
found to be rathér alarming as I do not like steep
grass slopes. Near the bottom we investigated a
small outcrop where we collected some small
quartz, specular hematite, white _a_nd _Lello_\_v
efflorescences and some yellow plates. The latter
are most probably a radioactive mineral as the
quartz surrounding the plates was burnt black.

We then moved west along the beach to an
outcrop of copper mineralisation. Everybody

\_/ collected some connellite, chalcocite, covellite,

3]

_possible atacamite and some green and yellow
earthy material which needs further investigation.

You have to keep an eye on the tide here, especially
when there isastrong wind offthe sea, asit canrace
in and cut you off! It was then back to the cars via
the now seemingly steeper grass slope and on to
our next port of call.

RSN(1996) 29
18 May 1996 Dalbeattie area
Leader and Reporter: Ken Savage

Needles Eye [Grid Ref: NX 915561] The party

assembled and walked to the upper bismuth localitys & «

come down, sometimes sooner than later! After
this locality had been duly videoed, the rest of the
party walked down to Needles Eye where we
collected some poor amethyst from the cave.
From a beach boulder we collected specimens of
connellite, malachite, copper and chalcocite. Ian
“Dossett and Norman Thomson climbed up the
steep grass slope and found the other bismuth
locality (specimens were collected for all, thanks
lads). After lunch the party reassembled and

BMSNY (997 48 9. bMscol

Pt Neall. Bismuthinike;

novacekitL; uranophans
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Rascarrel Mine [Grid Ref: NX 809484] and
Auchencairn Mine [Grid Ref: NX 819484]
The group of us, now nine in number, parked at
Rascarrel Bay and walked along the coast. After
about a mile we found - on the beach - signs of
mineralisation just before the ascent up the
headland. This we took from our reference to be
Rascarrel Mine. Q?M (\@‘? b) 9
Here we found malachite, baryte, a little azurite
and some possible aurichalcite. We then walked
up the headlandand after almost reaching Balcarry
Point decided that we could not find any trace of
Auchencairn Mine and retraced our steps. The
weather was glorious and we spent the time
watching the antics of the breeding birds on the
cliffs - when we weren’t watching our footing -
which made up for the lack of minerals. Although
it was now 4pm we decided to try another mine
close by.
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Sandyhills Bay/Needles Eye [Grid Ref: NX
894553-891546] It wasa pleasant walkalong the
beach to Needles Eye. All we found were some
small, but nice, quartz crystals— It was just like

being a kid again as we explored every cove and
cave. Then it was back to our lodgings and
evening meal.




