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Ian Dosse
Q- $oc.M_C19qh>z aj ossett
Blockley Statior uarry

Members of the Cheltenham Spa Mineral and
Geological Society collected sphalerite,
chalcopyrite and pyrite in fossils and clay nodules
from the Jurassic Pleinsbachian beds at Blockley
Station Quarry, Blockley, Glocestershire.
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24th June 1989 Hamsted Farm Quarry, Chipping
Sodbury, Gloucs. _Seventeen members arrived at
11.00am for a return visit to this new quarry. Consid-
erable extensions had been made both to the north and
south since our last visit in 1987, removing some of the
more interesting areas of mineralisation. Consequently,
the material found was not of the quality seen on our
previous visit. However specimens of sphalerite with
pyrite/marcasite were collected, and on the lower bench
of the quarry a 4in wide vein of pyrite/marcasite with
_baryte and calcite was noted.

Overburden stripping to the south has revealed a 12in
vein with evidence of aluminium based minerals not
yetidentified. This area also provided a varied assort-
ment of gypsum crystals up to 2in in length; looks
promising for a possible future visit. [Editor's note:
please refer to Newsletter No.14 pp.9-11 for a more
detailed account of the geology and mineralogy of this
locality.]
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But once again, Hamsted
Farm Quarry, Chipping Sodbury proved to be
the highlight. Not only did it attract very good
numbers but also many excellent specimens were
found. The rich salmon-pink massive baryte was
still fairly abundant and contrasted well with the
inclusion of brilliant black sphalerite. Several
small complex cube-octahedral galena crystals to
Smm were found in association. Exceptional
botryoidal and stalactitic masses of highly irides-
cent_pyrite occurred infrequently lining well-
developed cavities in the limestone. Two unusual
finds included goethite on calcite displaying a
remarkable ‘butterfly-wing’ habit, and pale lemon

fluorite crystals to 1mm richly coating a pink

calcite matrix. The fluorite fluoresces pale green
in short-wave ultraviolet light. This is believed to
be the first recorded occurrence at the quarry and
was found amongst recently blasted material atthe
southern end. None was found in sizu.
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K.see. N. (1994), 25
Hampstead Farm ua?ry, ipping
Sodbury, Avon [Grid Ref: ST 726 841] -

2 June 1994

SB, Leader: Jim Goulding
The Quarry Manager had restricted our party to
twelve members, which was strictly adhered to
by the Southern Branch Field Trip Secretary. At

1o




P A Renlin (\997) Russ. Sec.
necessary incident, the visitseemed to be enjoyed '\X&L’—W 20 ) 21-22 (ﬂgf)al‘t

by our party, and some good specimens were R
found. The morning was spent exploring the b:, F 9MPP on. oL -ZQL‘P'

southern end of the quarry as required, because

(2 >
work was going on at the other end until 1.00pm. Ca_v.a W I‘\QV_CL,Q\ $q‘t? Por 48 (tb
This is the end where yellow and purple fluorite ¢
has been found in the past. No yellow was found Han 7054—60{( Ic{ . Uiy
on this occasion, and the small traces of purple :

lower level in the centre of the quarry produced
some interesting mineralisation and some nice
specimens.

were mostlyjust crusts. Afterlunch the northend 5’ W M \Lf w ¥ La/
of the quarry proved to be barren, but the new, VB S i
[ (1 25%(nQ

/

The salmon-pink banded baryte, with sphalerite
and galena banding, has reappeared at this level.
It was a feature of collecting in the quarry two
years ago ata higher level. Iridescent pyrite, with
pale straw-coloured, almost clear sphalerite crys-
tals, was in evidence in quite large pieces. To the

rightat thislevel, substantial amounts ofsEhalerite

-were found, including some ‘gemmy" crystals.
e
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Open Iron Mines
in the

The paths are arranged in a puzzle,
and the walk takes roughly 1 hour.
There are many steps, unfortunately
making it unsuitable for the less able.




is ¥ mile from Coleford
on the Chepstow Road

“Puzzle Wood” is unique, as it
contains iron workings dating back before
Roman times. The area was landscaped
in the 1800’s, over the years the site has
been subject to the healing and beauty
of nature and provides wonderful and
tranquil walks with breathtaking scenery.

Open - Easter till end Oct. 1lam - 6pm
(Last Admission 5pm)

Closed - Mondays except Bank Holidays
No Pets

Large Free Coach and Car Park
Souvenir Shop
Tea Garden

Refreshments with home-made
cakes and scones

Toilets

Parties by arrangement
(No unaccompanied Children)

Rare Breeds livestock exhibits

Tel. Dean (0594) 833187

M. D Jenkins Printers - Tel. (0594; 844666
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