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Glamorgan [Grid Ref: ST 145 842] -
21 May 1994

WWB, Leaders: Gwyn Billington &

Steve Plant
Our visit coincided with that of the Sussex
Geological Society (no new members signed up?
Shame!) Twelve members joined the trip in
rather dull showery weather. The entrance being
gated we had to walk into the quarry which is
worked only sporadically. Little has changed in
the past 12 months. Much calcite was in evidence
together with pink baryte up to 2cm thick on
fracture surfaces. Goethite pseudomorphs after
pyrite are quite common, with large masses of this
material being collected from the scree on the
right hand side towards the main quarry work-
ings. Although the quarry has never yielded
anythingspectacular, as with many othersa watch-
ing brief remains a sensible policy.

Blaengwynlais Quarry, (Wimpy Hobbs
Quarry) Tongwynlais [Grid Ref: ST 145
851] - 22 July 1995 Q:jN(“P‘i} v

WWB, Leader: Gwyn Billingtoi —
This was the best attended meeting so far! Seven
members turned out on a fine sunny morning
with a nice breeze so it was not too hot for
collecting. Being able to drive in made it all the
better!

Although the quarry is not working at present
some very fine calcites were collected, various
habits being noted. Goethite pseudomorphs after

pyrite to 2 cms were collected, some on calcite
and others with calcite crystals on them, although
these were very small. Some larger goethites (not
well crystallised) with small baryte crystals, clear
and opaque up to 13mm were also collected but
these were scarce. Altogether, it was quite a good
day out!
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26th August 1989
South Wales. The geology and mineralogy of the area
was explained by our field leader to the fourteen
members present. Also a display of representative
specimens of witherite and alstonite was presented by
Dr.Chris Alabaster. Once we got our eye in' we moved
onto the mine dumps. After a little searching white
pyramidal crystals of possibly witherite pseudomor-
phs after alstonite were collected and several speci-
mens of alstonite crystals were found in the cavities
within the lumps of dolomitic conglomerate on the old
dumps.

Witherite and baryte are the common gangue minerals
associated with the sulphides, galena, sphalerite and
_pyrite. Asone would expect in this area, both dolomite
and calcite are also in evidence and some fine attractive
colourless small baryte crystals were also collected.
An interesting site with plenty of potential. S.P.

rc Mine, Llantrisant, ~

Ruse See Nl (199021

Afternoon at Cefn Parc Mine, Llantrisant

Our leader Dr. Steve Plant gave a brief outline of the
geology and mineralogy of the area before we all
descended onto the old mine dumps.

Alstonite crystals were soon turning up together with
the baryte pseudomorphs after alstonite for which this
locality is well known. Other vein materials com-
monly found on the dumps are witherite, baryte, pyrite,
sphalerite, chalcopyrite and galena.
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1. The first locality, visited on 8th April, 1990, was at
Cefn Park, near Llantrisant in Mid Glamorgan. The
mineralogy of this ancient mml%ﬂy de-
scribed by Alabaster (1990, p.1). The complex rami-
fications of veins, or stockwork, which made up the
orebody were worked originally for lead, and the
gangue, consisting largely of baryte and calcite with
minor quartz, was left for the mineralogist.

On the occasion of the visit, witherite in the form of
groups of white opaque crystals on a dolomitic matrix
was found associated with single crystals and groupsof
rhombohedra and scalenohedra of calcite. Alabaster
described the occurrence of alstonite at Cefn Park, as
step hexagonal bipyramids, and pointed out that much
ofitwas, infact, baryte pseudomorphous after alstonite.
This was all that was found by the writer on this
occasion.

Some crystals of these pseudomorphs had perfectly
plain opaque white faces. Others had a frosted appear-
ance due to the development of minute tabular baryte
crystals. Some crystals were hollow and lined with
platey baryte, the presence of the cavity, pointing out
the difference in density between baryte and alstonite.
In the nearby Llantrisant road cutting (A4119), visited
on the same day, very small sprays and single acicular
crystals dispersed on calcite were found. Subsequent

examination suggests they may well be aragonite.

Reference: /

Alabasler.//C. 1990 *“Alstonite and barytocalcite from
Llantris. il, South Wales, and barytocalcite from Holwell,
Meny}:‘ills. England” Journ. Russell Soc. 3(1), ppl-6
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Saturday 7th April Cilfynydd Colliery Waste Tip
The meeting was attended by 38 members and our
leader was Mr. Emlyn Evans. After a short discussion
on the geology and mincralogy of the arca, the tips
were thoroughly searched for septarian nodules, a few
producing small sprays of millerite crystals associated
with sphalerite crystals. Quartz crystals were fairly
abundant within the siderite lined cavities of the septar-
ian nodules. One specimen of galena, an octahedral
crystal to 4mm, was also collected.

aaw MAevAANA U was W AdAdAn AV ML lv.LAt‘-

esN (};’ ; :
Our short visit to the coal tips was
rewarding for our two members who found
millerite. Some fine clear quartz crystals were

also collected. ST I

We made our way homeward on a fine evening
after a disappointing last field trip of the present
programme.
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Having reached Cilfynned early, we found small
amounts of siderite with galena on, but millerite
eluded us until the very end when a large boulder
which had shown itself to be rich in the mineral
was ‘dragged back’, not without considerable
hardship to the car.

We pronounced ourselves to be satisfied with the
results of the long journey and thanked Gwyn
profusely before setting off for the North.

P.S. The boulder was rich but only half a dozen
micro sprays were obtained, the large crystals
falling off as the boulder was attacked at a later
date. It would seem that trimming has to be done
fairly quickly before the needles become brittle -
perhaps as they dry out - as they showed no sigr.;
of falling off in the field.
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Cornelly Quarry, Porthcawl, Wales [Grid
Ref: SS 835 800] - 4 June 1994

SB, Leader: Jim Goulding
Cornelly Quarry is operated by the Cambrian
Stone Co. and is a member of the Wimpey-
Hobbs Group. This visit was suggested to the
author by Anne Dugdale. Wimpey-Hobbs’ En-
vironmental and Planning Officer, who is always
helpful. Jeremy Elvins, Wimpey-Hobbs’ Geol-
ogist, didn’t know if there was any interesting
mineralisation in the quarry and said it would be
useful if our members could go and find out.

The quarry is enormous and produces huge
quantities of crushed limestone. Twelve mem-
bers attended this visit and spread out around the
quarry to look for mineral veins, keeping away
from any working vehicles and machinery as
requested. The conclusion of our visit on this
occasion is that there is nothing of any mineralog-
ical interest at Cornelly except for a few calcite
veins.

Although a drizzly start to the day, it was dry
while we were in the quarry. During the after-
noon five memberslooked along Porthcawl Beach
for rumoured lead veins or any other mineralisa-
tion. This proved to be fruitless and we were
driven off by heavy rain.
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Cwmleyshor‘gnd Machen)Quarries Vo ﬁ@\f\ nsS ( WL& Nf—jmm

ath August 191 5N (|99l 22
Seventeen members and two visitors met at 3 lam
Cwmleyshon Quarry at 10.00am. On proceeding to

Wum \1J

the top level of the quarry, good specimens of
hemimorphite were found and baryte associated with
galena and cerussite crystals was plentiful.

Some excellent specimens of dolomite crystals were
collected. A few members were lucky enough to find
some small botryoidal incrustations of smithsonite, a
rarity at this locality, and one specimen of octahedral

go E-NA
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Friday 6th April Cwmleyshon Quarry,

near Machen.

The quarry which ceased working three years ago
provided the venue for the first meeting of the week-
end, and was well attended by 18 members.

Mr. Allan Dean our leader, gave a brief outline of the
geology of the area and of the minerals we could expect
to find in the quarry.

Very little mineralisation is seen in the lower benches,
but on gaining the upper benches of the quarry we
collected some excellent specimens of hemimorphite.
Some of the crystals were over 15mm in length, vary-
ing in colour from orange to colourless, transparent.
Small crystals of smithsonite were also found in the
north-east corner along with galena and cerussite crys-
tals.

In the north-western corner of the quarry, two old lead

mine levels were exposed and here we collected baryte
crystalsand a few small samples of sphalerite (not seen
at this locality previously).
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Hendy Quarry, stkm, es [Gnd Ref:

ST 055 812] - 5 June 1994

SB, Leader: Jim Goulding
A visit to Hendy Quarry is always pleasing be-
cause of its potential, its ease of access and its bird
life. There is usually a chance to find some nice
specimens, albeit mainly micros.

The layout of the quarry has changed beyond
recognition since our last visit during 1993. The
level area where cars are usually parked has gone,
and large numbers of large limestone blocks have
been piled up in a number of places. We were
able to park our cars on a flat area of the quarry
floor close to collecting sites. Only six members
attended this visit, possibly because of earlier poor
weather.

No fresh lead or copper veins were found, but it
was possible to identify previous places where
good specimens had been found. Soon, good
malachite and aurichalcite were collected. Minor
_azurite, although not of previous quality, and
some nice calcite were also collected.

g Aweekenainsuue ..
g‘\\,\. forthe devoteq cpllector. In 1992 South Wales was
o Selected and visits to Vaynor Quarry, the National

2

'S Museum of Wales and Hendy %m proved both
" interesting and rewarding. Excellent microcrystals E

& of azurite, malachite, aurichalcite and posslbled

rosasne e_were unearthed at Hendy.

Hendy Quarry, Miskin, Mid-Glamorgan
[Grid Ref: ST 055 812] - 2 July 1995
SB, Leader: Jxm Gouldmg ﬂSNtlQS)27

of the quarry, with tew defined levels. Access
appears to be by an outer vehicle road around the
outer limits of the quarry, with a minor road to
a slightly lower level where we parked our cars.
Consequently, in order to reach an area on a
higher level, close to where the cars were parked,
it was necessary to walk around the outer road for
about a mile to arrive back where you started! All
parts of the quarry are now dry, but the area
where azurite was once found seemed to be
barren of this mineral. Good malachite was



foundincalcite boulders, with galena and goethite ‘ 5 M (E 5 7) -—Z—lJ 9

pseudomorphs of chalcopyrite. Two areas G : o
produced boulders in which malachite and M C WC ( d_g b M~ l( 5
aurichalcite were found, but not of the quality of L

some previous visits. A secondary lead mineral, o , 5 m b Q,@d o 4_ mm .

found with galena, may be anglesite and needs
investigatio_n. /ﬂ EZ !‘ ¢ ! g 22

A new mineral for Hendy Quarry, found by 7
Colin Hayes, was bright canary yellow on massive . [

sphalerite and is probably greenockite. m@‘ ie

It seems that most members obtained specimens \ -

of most of the usual Hendy minerals (except _&’\J C 97) 34—' “ Ot‘M'\
azurite). Like all working quarries Hendy is
constantly changing. The fact that Hendy has

copper-zinc-lead mineralisation ensures that its
always a place with potential.
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22nd April 1989 Taffs Well Quarry, Pentyrch,
Glamorgan. Twentytwo members met in the quarry
car park at 11.00 am. The usual suite of minerals were
inevidence, notably calcite, quartz, hematite and baryte.
The usual areas of mineralisation were not accessible
as on previous visits although the calcite scalenohe-
drons were as excellent as ever. -

Both transparent colourless and smoky quartz crystals
were collected and some found in the lower bench of
the quarry were speckled with small crystals of
Although good | baryte crystals were found, they were
smaller than those seen on our last visit to this locality.
The glorious weather helped to make this a very
enjoyable meeting. G.B.

Sunday 8th April Taffs Well Quarry

As usual, the higher benches of this quarry were the

mostproductive, massive siliceous blue hematite, small

amounts of specular hematite and small quartz crystals
were collected.

The best find of the morning was a vugh lined with
_baryte crystals on which were scattered double-termi-
nated smoky quartz crystals to 7mm in length. Several
excellent specimens were collected.

15 Seot 1990* :
Some small fine groups of blue-grey crystals were
collected, other than calcite there were minor amounts
of smoky quartz, goethite and baryte crystals to 25Smm

DPm—

ot
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Taffs Well Quarry, Glamorgan
27th June 1992

Sixteen members met on another hot summer’s
day. Recent working at the eastern end of thg tpp
level has exposed some large solution cavities
lined with large calcite scalenohedra and several
fine examples were re extracted. The remainder of
the quarry was fairly barren although one quartz
vein yielded large amethystine quartz crystals to
lcm. Baryte was also abundant, but good crystal
samples were rare.

Taffs Well Quarry, Pentyrch, Glamorgan
13 April 1991 U((go](‘) 24

Eighteen members attended this, our ﬁrsl field meet-
ing of the year. In addition to the usual splendid

.Lalcite crystals some good guartz crystal groups were
collected with crystals to 1 5mm cross- section. These
were on the second bench in the same area as in
previous years. Also in this section of the quarry we
found small specimens of specular hematite, goethite
and some small crystals of smoky quartz on barytc
Quite a good slan to the season.

Ren (19920 23
Wales Weekend: Taffs Well Quarry and
Gilfynned, Abercyn 12th-13th September
1992

A small but rather select band of collectors under
the guidance of Gwyn Billington met at Taffs Well
Quarry at 11.00am. The day had started rather
showery and was to continue so as we headed for
the latest pocket of calcites. However we were not
there early enough; it had aimost been cleared out
in the previous few weeks, but with enough left on
the back wall to show what a marvellous display
it must have been before any collecting took place.
A look nearby revealed sufficient calcite of a
quality good enough to collect; also a small
amount of goethite but little in the way of baryte
for which we were also hoping.

At the end of the day all seemed satisfied with their
haul of calcite and we departed to spend the
eventing at Gwyn'’s for a discussion of the next
day’s coliecting - among other things! This should
have been Hamsted Farm Quarry but as we had not
heard from the manager we decided instead to go

~ looking for millerite.



24 July 1993 Taffs Well Quarry, Taffs
Well, Glamorgan (7 ¢ \{ 099 ID 24

Fifteen members met at 1 1am and once again, were
given the freedom of the quarry. Calcites, as
always, were prevalent, and some reasonable spec-
imens were found on the top bench. The lowest
level produced some reasonable baryte with platc?s
to 10mm. Some fine quartz crystals were found in
the mid level of the quarry and appeared to be
smoky - orwas this just inclusions showing through?
The quarry is still worthy of a field trip.

This was the last field trip by courtesy ofthe present
manager, Mr Hines, who becomes the new Area
Manager, but we look forward to having an equally
good relationship with the new manager.

R 2 oo
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Ta'ﬁzs '\Xlsei{(zi-le“gl. chlh?%ﬁa)rrytz"lia_ﬁ's
Well, Glamorgan [Grid Ref: ST 124 823] -
3 June 1994

SB, Leader: Jim Goulding
The Manager of Taffs Well Quarry was reluctant
at first to permit this visit on a Friday afternoon,
because the quarry was working at full capacity.
After a little gentle persuasion, knowing that we
were experienced people, the visit was allowed.
We were told to keep to the three top levels,
which was where we wanted to be anyway. Eight
mémbersattended thisvisit on a day of occasional
rain and very strong gales.

From the mineral aspect Taffs Well Quarry is, at
the moment, a shadow of its former glories, but
there were a few nice specimens to be found.
Specimens included calcite in various forms,
bagte, goethite, quartz and specular.hematite.
The best specimens of the afternoon came from
avugh found by Val Craft on the top level. These
were pristine calcite crystals covering pink baryte.
The author found some samples of specular
hematite on baryte and guartz, some of which
was doubly terminated.

The quarry was very muddy where vehicles had

been active, but we were able to take our cars up

to the top three levels, where it was dry. The
SRR ekl e bl L
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Taffs Well (Heol Goch) Quarry, Taffs ﬁ_% idl ;
Well, Glamorgan [Grid Ref: ST 124 823] - \/1 _L_
23 April 1994 an(iog_ 45 40 g1
WWB, Leaders: Gwyn Billington &
Steve Plant
Our party of eleven members gathered in dry
weather, enjoying occasional sunny spells. This
locality, a long standing favourite with collectors
for many years, has not yielded much of interest
for the past two years or so. Current operations
are concentrated on the lower levels and very few
calcite lined cavities are exposed. A few strings of
bante were noted. Minerals collected included
calcite, baryte, goethite and smoky quartz.

efon.s are by field I

Until operations resume in the vpperlevels of the
quarry little of mineralogical interest is likely to
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