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Heﬁre Quarry, T)\Lhygyln?ewyﬁ.‘%domwyd

[Grid Ref: SJ 196 677] - 19 June 1994
NWB, Leader: Lionel Burch

Ten members arrived at the quarry offices at the
appointed hour. After reporting to the quarry
management the party had virtually free access to
most of the workingareas. The quarry is working
Dinantian Limestone, comprising thinly bedded
dark grey to black limestone. The beds dip gently
to the east. The limestones and shale bands are
highly fossiliferous, with well preserved
gigantoproductus and corals in growth position.
A representative suite of very well preserved
fossils were collected by some members.

Mineralisation proved to be fairly sparse, domi-
nated by thin calcite veins, a few of which carried
scattered fluorite, mainly very dark purple or
almost black in colour. Calcite was locally associ-
ated with traces of chalcopyrite, and malachite
was fairly common, sometimes with traces of

azurite. Calcite wasfound in atleast two different

forms. Prismatic nailhead crystals, with prisms up

to 40mm in length occurred on slickensided fault
planes. The other form comprised slender
scalenohedral crystals, to about 20mm, associated
with some malachite. Pyrite in well-formed
cubic crystals to 2mm with calcite was noted.
Beautiful striated_goethite pseudomorphs after
pyrite were also collected.

The quarry is working very close to the site of the
old North Hendre Mine, which until the mid
1980’s was the last working lead mine in North
Wales. The North Hendre Mine originally
worked limestone underground, creating a series
of vast underground caverns. Most recent work-
ings were for lead, working veins discovered asa
result of the driving of the Sea Level Tunnel from
Bagillt on Deeside. An overgrown engine house
and stackisstill present & __ent to one of the haul
roads in the quarry.
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Pant Quarry, Halkyn, Ciwyd [Grid Ref: S]
200 703] - 3 July 1994

NWB, Leader: Lionel Burch

On a warm and sultry July day, 13 members and
guests arrived at the quarry car park. This was a
new venue for the Society and has produced an
interesting range of minerals in the past. The
quarry is working four benches in thinly bedded
Carboniferous Limestone hosting fissure veins,
formerly worked for galena during the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries. The nearest mine,
North Hendre, closed during the 1980’s.

The party first examined the top two benches,
investigating some calcite veins carrying galena
and a little fluorite. Some large blocks of calcite

‘were broken open, revealing small vughs con-

taining finely crystallised malachite sprays with
slender crystals up to 10mm long. Some minor
chalcopyrite was also noted. Traces of cerussite
were also found with the galena. Asdittle purple

fluorite was found intergrown with the' calcite.

The long descent was then made to the lowest
bench, while a few members of the party inves-
tigated the No.3 bench. In both cases mineralisa-

tion was virtually absent apart from one large
block ofbanded veinstone carrying galena, calcite
and purple fluorite.

Asrecently as November last year, the quarry was
producing fine purple and dark blue fluorite
cubes, well crystallised sphalerite associated with

smithsonite and good galena crystals. However,

il L 3
it would seem that the productive area (for

minerals that is) has since been worked through.

Close to the surface on the upper bench, excel-
lent specimens of fossil corals were found, along
‘with brachiopods and gigantoproductids.
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j“ Rhuallt Remains Scheme. Plans have been put
~ forwardto preservelead andbaryte workingsand to
- establish a countryside centre alongside the ASS5 at

Rhuallt. They have led to protests from local
residents fearful of harm to wildlife.

The Welsh Mines Preservation Trust stated that the
Pennant site retains many important features of
mining archaeology and that a mine worked for
baryte and witherite during the last century is
unusual in its own right.

The Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust is also in
favour of the development and the Welsh Develop-
ment Agency has stated that grants would be avail-
able for restoration and safety.

Eventually the site could be developed further with
woodland walks, rare breeds farm, pony trekking
centre and bunkhouse accommodation.

Concern has been expressed that the development
would be too prominent in an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. ;

Rhuallt Mine site

The remains of the baryte/witherite mines at
Rhuallt, North Wales, have been under threat of
reclamation but the Welsh Mines Preservation
Trust is taking steps to preserve the site.
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