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SNELSTON MINE., S
30 May 1993 Isolation Mine, Snelston, nr
Ashborne, Derbys. RﬁyJ ([99 [{) %’

This can be a frustrating place to collect. The actual
lay-out of this small mine site, in an out-lier of the
Derbyshire ore-field, has not been deduced because
of the luxuriant growth of nettles and brambles.
The location of the shaft (shafts?) has not been
found but it appears that there was a short tramway
from one area to another. The collecting appears
best to either side ofthis and just below the surface.
The collecting horizon is only a few inches deep
and it is probable the pieces which are found have

n el ston ,9:Dz,rb.e (E§

fallen from the trams. There are no obvious ore or |

gangue material dumps.

It has to be said that few people find anything to
collect unless they are diligent and patient in their

search. The prize find is wulfenite which although |

small (can it ever be different in the UK?) occurs in
bi-pyramidal and plate forms and in various shades
of red, yellow and brown. Other species include

anglesite, cerussite, galena, malachite and azurite |

although on this visit no particular specimens were
reported other than some blocky azurite crystals
covering one iron-stained piece.

.S0ec. N LL
Isolation Mine, Snelston, Der yshlre [Gnd

Ref: SK 154 412] - 29 May 1994
CB, Leader: Phil Jackman

Asselect group of four people plus the leader made
the trip to this unfrequented part of Derbyshire
and enjoyed fine weather for their pains. George
Fletcher used his jungle experience and machete
to clear a way through the metre high nettles and
brambles to allow the less stalwart of us through.

This little mine was worked for copper and lead
during the 19th century and again in the early
years of this century. Layout and ‘remains’at the
mine site are obscured by what appears to have
been fairly efficient reclamation and levelling, but
mineralized material is relatively easy to find
below the surface. Whether or not the material
contains anything of interest is not apparent until
you have taken the stuff home and cleaned it. As |
a guide, about 99.9% of the material is barren of |
collectable minerals, and you have to be fairly |
dedicated to want the ‘collectable’ stuff. There is
the ultimate prize of the odd wulfenite crystal or ‘
two however. All minerals to be found are |
present as micro-crystals at best, but there is a List |
of about 25 species re¢certled from the site. At the |




time of writing there is nothing to report regard-
ing the material we collected.

The mine was actually worked from two shafts,
about 30 metres deep, but the location of these is
uncertain. There was also a system of levels, but
these are undoubtedly flooded. The mineraliza-
tion occurred just above the unconformity be-
tween the Carboniferous Limestone and the
Triassic Keuper Sandstones, and most of the
minerals are found in fragments of these sandstones
or of dolomitized limestone.
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British miner finds
new ‘regal’ stone

A NEW variety of a mineral that
graced homes of the aristocracy dur-
ing the Regency period has been
found in Derbyshire — 150 years after
the last discovery.

Blue John derives its name from the

French ‘bleu-jaune’, referring to the
‘blue-yellow’ appearance of the stone.
The vein was found at Treak Cliff Hill,
near Castleton in the Peak District
and craftsmen have already started
working samples into decorative
bowls and other pieces

Such items were highly fashionable
in the early 1800s and graced the tables
of some of Britain’s great houses,
including Buckingham Palace and
Chatsworth House in Derbyshire.

" | There has not been a distinctive new
~|vein discovered since the mid-1800s.
Each vein has its own characteristic
# ~colouring and this latest addition has ‘
been named the Ridley Vein after Gary |
Ridley, the miner who found it. He said ‘
he could not ‘believe his eyes’ when he
came across the Blue John, which was
like none he had ever seen before.

Daily Mail, Thursday, August 20, 2015
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colour banded form of
Fluorspaf thought to
take its nmaﬁ*om the el
French 'bleu et jeune',

the 'blue and yellow' stone.
Mined in the elghteenth
Century, the Derbysh#é
folk of that time coined the

name Blue John Stone.



Enter an Ancient
Underground Wonderland
in the Heart of the
Peak District National Park.

Your guide will explain how
miners in the 1750s
constructed a tunnel using
only hand tools to reach
the Blue John Stone
deposits inside the hill.
You will see veins of
Blue John Stone across the
cave roof, and ‘The Pillar’,
the largest piece ever found.

Your guide will point out fossils
in the limestone rock which

formed the hillside above you
330 million years ago.

You enter the mysterious Witch's Cave
where even richer deposits of Blue John
Stone are revealed.

The guided tour descends even deeper
into the hill where you will experience
the wonder of underground limestone cave
formations. Multi-coloured
' flowstone adorns the walls of
Aladdin's Cave. Stalactites and
stalagmites decorate Fairyland
and the Dream Cave. The most
famous formation is
'The Stork', standing
on one leg!




During your tour the guide will
explain where Blue John Stone
came from, how rushing water
made the caverns, and how
stalactites are formed.

Back on the outside, you can
enjoy tea and coffee made

from water collected inside the
cavern, or browse in our shop
where there is a selection of
jewellery and ornaments made
from Blue John Stone.

Treak Cliff Cavern is of
international fame and
geological importance.

It has been a designated Site
of Special Scientific Interest for
many years and by agreement
with English Nature all the Blue
John Stone deposits on the
visitor route are preserved.

However, Blue John Stone is
regularly mined in Treak Cliff
Cavern, from areas not
seen by visitors. This
is then crafted into i
fine jewellery, 10
small bowls,
ornaments
and other
decorative
items.

yroduced by Oak Leaf Distribution 013




We also recommend a visit to
Castleton Gift Shop, centrally
located on the main street in
Castleton, a half of a mile from
the Cavern.

The Shop was established in

1949, and has on display one of
the finest collections of large
ornamental Blue John pieces,
ranging in age from circa 1760 to
present day. There are bowls,
vases and goblets that
were manufactured in the
eighteenth and nineteenth
Centuries to ornament the

Stately Homes of England.

- L The shop
retails our
9ct Gold and
Sterling  Silver
Blue John jewellery,
as well as bowls, eggs,
mineral specimens of Blue
John Stone and a wide range
of rocks, minerals and fossils
from all around the world.
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Treak CIiff Cave -
Open every de y~e.
Opening times:
3 lﬁt \In\ to 28th F(‘h 10am to l‘ .

Latenat weekends and Bank Holiday$

Last tour starts 40 mins before closing time. '
Free car and coach pm‘k Fz\mﬂy,;l;i(‘kcls available:
Dogs admitted on a lea(l.w(‘lovétéd and outdoor picnic
facilities, where you can eat your own food.
Flash and video ])lmmﬂmphv allowed.
Special admission prices for ﬁlucatumal and other groups.
School workpack free on applicationy

Castleton Gift Shop

Open every day except Christmas D(\\ A ﬂlu ﬁt ;uW
Opening times: Y 10am to Hpm

Later at weekends and Bank Holidays

.

Also special Late night opening for Ghrisamas Shopping

' @©
s Treak | ClLiths S
" Treak Cliff Cavern « Castleton « Sheffield $30 2WP * é
tel: 01433 620571 « internet: http: //www.bluejohnstone.com E

Members of The Heart of England Tourist Boavd Members of the British Association of Showcaves
&g . .
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WALEBRDGE MINES, Crich, Devb4 (nf\

AGM Weekend Loughborough

Wakebridge Mine, Crich, Derbys.
Sunday 5th April 1992

Fourteen members assembled at Wakebridge Mine
engine house which is situated 200m west of the
National Tramway Museum’s northern terminus.

The building once housed a steam engine with a
60in diameter cylinder built by Messrs. Thornewill
and Warham, of Burton on Trent, and instailed in
1857, replacing the former horse gin. The engine
was sold to the Mill Close Mine in about 1890
where it was used as a standby engine until the
1920’s. At Wakebridge the engine was used for
pumping water to the level of the drainage sough
at 420ft from surface, and also for raising ore to
the surface. The shaft, which is 650ft deep and
now flooded to sough level at 420ft, was rigged for
winch working by the members of the Wirksworth
Mines Research Group, our hosts for the after-
noon.

Although the day was bright and dry, it had been
raining all the previous week and the surface water
was running into the shaft from joints in the

QS N 1.5 (\0792911 1eld Vieeling KEpOl‘IS

limestone walls, making the descent a very wet
ride. Fortunately we were provided with water-
proofs by our hosts. For most of us this was our
first winch ride down a mine shaft, and was
approached with some trepidation. After receiv-
ing instruction from John, our leader, on ‘what not
to do’, we were secured to the winch seat by
various contrivances, then with haversacks on laps
the winchman raised the brake lever and down we
went, slowly at first and then gathering speed,
until the darkness. The precipiation increased
with depth, until after 200t we were travelling in
a heavy downpour. At 360ft from surface we
stopped descending, and looking down, the glint
of water could be seen 60ft below. A voice came
out of the gloom “Pass me your bags, matey” then
the seat was pulled into a level in one side of the
shaft, and on regaining my feet I was detached
from the winch seat which swung into the shatft to
ascend and collect the next ‘victim’.

From the shaft, a 20ft ladder took us into the large
mine level (Wagon Gate), which was mined on a
large ‘pipe’ vein running north-south, and known
as ‘Bacchus Pipe’. All around were old minerelics
left behind by the miners of long ago; 50 gallon

T R A 5 P e e A 1 R R S A = R SR e L 1o b B
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WALEBRIDGE MIVES, Crich, Devbs  (TTT)
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Bt o
Devilline and rosasite from Wakebridge
Mine, Crich, Derbyshire.

Devilline CaCu,(S0,),(OH):3H,0, and rosasite
(Cu,Zn),CO,(OH), have been tentatively identi-
fied on material collected on the AGM field
meeting at Wakebridge Mine, near Crich, Derby-
shire. They occurred associated with a banded
cavity lining foramation consisting of baryte,
sphalerite and fluorite, in a forefield on the Bacchus
pipe lode.

Rosasite has been recorded elsewhere in the
derbyshire orefield from several widespread lo-
calities, i.e. Matlock Bath, Ecton, Snelston,
longstone, Calver and Lathkilldale. It occurs as
small green spherules to 3mm diameter, associ-
ated with sphalerite. (C.Jewson, pers.comm.)

Devilline is a previously unrecorded species in the
County, and occurs as transparent, platey blue
micro crystals to 0.5mm, associated with fluorite.
(N.Hubbard, pers.comm.)

John Jones
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