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30 May 1993 Mouldridge Mine, Pikehall,
Derbys. RSN (199 4) 244

This trip was arranged to complete the visit of 1992
that had to be cut short by an unfortunate accident
which needed the Derbyshire Cave Rescue to help
one of our members with a broken leg.

In the past Mouldridge Mine produced some fine
aurichalcite and this was found again on this visit.
Minor traces can be found in several places in the
mine but it was only in the most recently worked
area that decent specimens were located. Frank
Ince collected several fine specimens in small vugs
ina pile of deads in a side passage near the forefield
and there were good traces in the roof of both the
main adit and the side passage. Frank was seen to
carry outa large boulder rather than try and remove
the fragile material from it. Traces of hemimorphite
were also found sometimes with aurichalcite.

This is a friendly little mine. Easy to get to, easy to
get into and nothing difficult once you are in. It is
also dry. It is a pity that there is very little to collect
but then you have to spend a little to profit a little.

Phil Jackman

RS

this mine was that even though at the deepest
point the workings are only about 100 feet below
surface and even though the dale was beginning to
resemble a desert from the lack of rainfall this year
the roofs were still dripping with water in places
(something to do with the sheep or cows in the
fieldsabove perhaps?). Where the dripshadinfact
dried up the pure white calcite crusts of flowstone
sparkled back at us brightly- just like Santg’s
Growo! (U nde<grovuid < 3

The mineralisation in Mouldridge Mine is
associated with fault lines where there is very
pronounced brecciation cemented by calcite. In
a few places the breccia is quite open with vugs
lined with small scalenohedral calcite crystals.
Galena is present in strings within the calcite and
in places there are dark suggestions of sphalerite
and some corroded sulphides. The minerals of
most interest are aurichalcite and hemimorphite,
the former being very fragile and presentinamounts
ranging from slight traces of pale blue to beautiful
sprays of fine blue crystals to about 4mm. The
hemimorphite is very pale fawn to brown in
colour but hasso far been found in only a relatively
few specimens. For Derbyshire these suggestions
of sphalerite are at a very superficial level.

996)A T . Entrmme SK 1935 5
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Mountpleasant mine, Wensley, Derbyshire.

6-in. map XXIX SW (1923): disused lead mine.
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