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Mid-Wales Weekend 14th - 15th July 1990
Saturday: Twelve members and a few visitors met in
the village square at Ysbyty Ystwyth at 11.00am,
where, under the leadership of Neil Hubbard, we
travelled two milesto the south-east toth¢g Esgairmwyn |
Mine which was worked until 1927 for zinc, lead,
copper and silver.

On arrival at the mine site, Neil gave a short account of
the mining history followed by a tour of the dressing
plant, and explaining the various stages in the opera-
tion of the froth-flotation plant used in the extraction of
lead and zinc concentrates obtained from the extensive
spoil heaps which surround the mine site. Due to
problems with water pollution, the processing plant
was not being worked during our visit.

Some nearby open pits were examined. The usual
copper, zinc and lead sulphides were present, and

cerussite was also recorded.
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Sunday 22 August 2SN\ U QQLD ym

Seven members met at Frongoch mine where a
large area of the old dumps had been disturbed and
yielded abundant veinstone. Cerussite was ex-
tremely common and a greasy form of pyromorphite
was found as branching groups of prismatic crys-
tals. A week earlier the leader had found a lump of
breccia 100x110mm with the country rock cement-
ed by pyromorphite crystals reaching 10mm.

Several good linarite sprays with crystals to 2mm

were found. Otherspecies visually identified were:-
cuprite, malachite and hemimorphite.

Many microcrystalline ‘unknowns’ were collected
including pearly sky blue plates Ehul;nberiit_egl
and colourless, tabular crystals on linarite. Much
was collected, and the site is still worth visiting.
Steve Plant
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MINERALS FROM THE FRONGOCH MINE, MID WALES
Steve Rust and John Mason

Following the appeal in Newsletter No. 32 asking for any information on t.he
mineralogy of Frongoch mine, a list of minerals can now be issued. Some species
still require confirfation.

1.0

In addition to the minerals in the“above Jtablc,/there are five "unknowns" which, to
date, have defied identification by XRD. Also,” a yellow mineral has been
provisionally identified as amorphous cadmium sulphide.




Minerals from the Frongoch Mine

__Anglesite XRD Elyite v Massicot '
Aurichalcite c Galena” XRD;EM Mattheddleite EM
Bindheimite XRD;IR Goethite v Namuwite XRD
Brochantite XRD Hemimorphite v Pyrite Vo
Calcite A% Hydrocerussite XRD Pzromomhite XRD
Caledonite XRD:IR Hydrozincite v Quartz v
Cerussite XRD Lanarkite XRD;EM Ramsbeckite EM
Chalcocite Ve Langite XRD Rosasite XRD
Chalcopyrite v Lautenthalite \ Schulenbergite XRD
Chlorite group  V "Leadillite XRD;EM _Serpierite XRD

Chrysocolla v Linarite \' Sphalerite v
Copper v Litharge XRD Sulphur C

_Covellite Y Malachite A Susannite XRD
Cuprite Vv Marcasite Vv Ullmanite A4
_Dolomite v “Wroewolfite XRD

Note: XRD = X-ray diffraction; EM = electron microprobe; IR = infra-red;
C = wet chemical; V = visual. ‘Both hypogene and supergene galena have been identified.

BMS Newsletter 39: 18 <[9 ’ﬂ L!,>
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[

Rsn (19920 232
Hafan and-Henfwlch Mines, Mid-Wales
27th September 1992

Eight members explored the Hafan Mine workings
running parallel to the Hafan Quarry Incline.
Several old ore stock-piles yielded massive galena
associated with the ankerite vein material. A
somewhat corroded orange-brown platey crystal
of wulfenite was also found. At the foot of the
Hafan Incline are the remains of a water wheel pit
in front of which was a small overgrown spoil
heap. Several fine specimens of prismatic cerussite
crystals were collected associated with small
amounts of malachite and linarite.

We also investigated the dumps running parallel
with the stream and here we found some transpar-
ent lime green pyromorphite crystals.
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16 June: Hendre Quarry, Pontrhydygroes

[Grid Ref: SN 727700] Another fine day foundfy\
fourteen members, including some from the
Geologists’ Association, in attendance. We were §\

in unknown territory here, a quarry that we 'nad‘:)'S\\
not visited previously. Some nice guartz groupsZ “l
were found, 20-30mm though not clear. Small U\
amounts of pinkish coloured dolomite were also™E
collected.
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Sunday: We met at Hendrefelen Mine, situated two
miles south-west of Ysbyty Ystwyth and last worked in

1873. Here, some excellent cerussites and quartz
crystals were collected and small amounts of uliman-

Included in the quarry boundaries now are the

dumps of the old Hendre Felen Mine and these oy \

were visited. Micros of linarite, malachite and
cerussite were found, but the elusive ullmanite &
remained clusive. Although it had only limited
mineralogical interest, this was a very interesting, 2~
quarry froma geological point of view, with very -
impressive folding making the strata particularly
interesting to observe. Our thanks go to the
quarry manager and to Bill Bagley, alocalmember, °
for arranging the weekend visirs.

nite were also found. Linarite associated with cerussite

appeared to be plentiful._Galena with alteration crusts

of covelline were collected as were small crystals of

chalcopyrite.

%..
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After lunch

we went on to examme the spoil heaps of the
Henfwlch Mine. Here, several specimens of
cite were col-

hemimoghite and acicular aurichal

“Tected. Quartz crystais were common within the

vein breccia.
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Llechweddhelyg Mine, Mid-Wales
23rd August 1992

Ten members made the one mile walk to the
eastern workings of the mine and examined the
dumps by the old shaft. Pyromorphite was still
fairly common in the quartz gossan, occurring as
both lemon-yellow barrel-shaped and lime green
acicular crystals. Wulfenite was still to be found;
in fact four individual specimens of the orange
brown platey crystals were collected. Cerussite
crystals up to 8mm were also common, dark green
fibrous_malachite was still relatively easy to find
and linarite was found sparingly and rarely as
good crystals. The meeting was interrupted in
mid-afternoon by heavy rain making it a very
soggy uphill walk back to our cars. The weather
also stopped our proposed visit to the site of the
nearby Vaughan Mine - but perhaps some other
time!
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By +he 1860°’s i+ was Known as

‘LITTLE CORNWALL’

Discover +the fascinating story of

Silver mining in *he Plynlimon Mountains
of Mid Wales

AMGUEDDEA MWYNGLODDIO CANOLBARTH CYMRU

OPEN MID-MARCH TO OCTOBER 31ST
10.00AM - 6.00PM (LATER IN JULY & AUGUST)
CLOSED MONDAYS, EXCEPT EASTER, BANK HOLIDAYS
& JULY/AuGuUST WHEN THE MINE
WiLL BE OpeN 7 DAYS PER WEEK

OPEN FOR PRE-BOOKED GROUPS
OF 20 OR MORE DURING THE WINTER MONTHS
&

WHERE To FIND Us

ALLOW 2 HOURS FOR YOUR VISIT

PONTERWYD
MID WALES

SY> ADB
ENQUIRY LINE: 01970 890620 2 3

TT—
MINE FAX: 01545 570823 3 : . ' ::ﬂ
www. silverminetours.co.uk L ; -~ www. silverminetou uk

Enter a zone of geological +ime ;

¢



A fascinating 7-acre ‘Discovery Park’
based on an authentic 18th Century
mine in the beautiful Cambrian
Mountains.

® Easy location: just 10%4 miles (15

minutes) drive up the A44 from |
Aberystwyth & the Cardigan bay coast, |
45 minutes from Aberaeron,
Machynlleth & Rhayader.

® An all-weather attraction with new

1

|

undercover areas for rainy days.
® Award-winning Mining Heritage Trail with
colourful exhibitions & the best collection of
Silver-lead mining curiosities in Wales.
Educational & Fun.
® Working water-wheels, quaint mining

‘DISCOVER A FORGOTTEN
PLAcE WHERE SItvER & LEAD
Rany BEcLow THE ANCIENT
Rocks oF WALES’

machinery & tramways.

® New panning shed; try your hand at
working the mine material for Silver-
lead & Iron Pyrites. It's great fun & you
keep what you find!

® New Underground Extended Tour beyond
the 'Earthquake Zone’ and into the great
chasm where the ‘Captain’s Tale’ unfolds.

® Easy Underground Access; just 8 steps in
the whole tour, makes this suitable for
young & old alike. (including under 5’s).
The temperature in*the mine is cool so
warm clothes may be a good idea.

@ Friendly, informative Guides always on
hand to help with questions & identify
your special geological finds.

® Good value Souvenir & Gift shop
specialising in Minerals, Jewellry & Brass
Miners Lamps.

® Cosy Tea Room with light refreshments.

: Picnic site for sunny days.

~ ® Free car & coach parking. Free access to
Shop & Tea Room.

¢ Very suitable for School & Group visits.
Phone our Enquiry Line for further
details on 01970 890620

*
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16th September 1989 Ystumtuen Mine and area, ’
Ponterwyd, mid-Wales. Leader: Dr. P.R. Williams.
Only six members met in typical Welsh weather for
this, our last field meeting of the summer. After
examining the shafts and the remains of the old work-
ings we proceeded to the western section where the
vein is exposed. The outcropping vein is quite promi-
nent and although not wide at this point some good
octahedral galena crystals and associated cerussite and
linarite were collected. Chalcopyrite was also in evi-
dence.




