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WWB, Leader: Lionel Burch

On a very warm May day, sixteen members and
guests arrived at the meeting place, the car park
adjacent to Great Orme Mines Ltd. Visitor Cen-
tre. However, due to limitations on numbers
only 10 members were able to participate in the

full underground trip. The underground party, |

after being given an introduction to the mine,
were taken around the section of the workings

open to the public. This has resulted largely from |

archaeological excavations over the past 7 years.
Copper mineralisation in the form of malachite

was abundant. Having completed the tourist |

section, the party progressed to part of the mine

which is still being dug out - believed to be {
mainly Bronze Age. The workings entered were |
adjacent to Vivian’s Shaft. After touring the |

workings, the underground party rejoined those

members who had remained on the surface to
comb the tips near the excavation area, and then
progressed to the infilled Treweeks Quarry where
much of the excavated material has been tipped.

Mineralisation on the tips was common, with
dolomite, malachite and calcite being quite easily

found, some excellent examples coming from
quite close to the car park. Azurite was of uncom-
mon occurrence, althougha few good specimens
were located on tips near Vivian’s Shaft.
Chalcopyrite in rather tarnished crystals was also
“fairly common, although frequnetly associated
with malachite. David Lloyd found some excel-
lent bright crystals of chalcopyrite on calcite. The
meet leader broke open a boulder which yielded
calcite crystal groups up to 5cm, with stepped
“Taces similar to those from Tafs Well Quarry in
South Wales. A fine group of calcite crystals
dusted with malachite was collected by one
member, who then carried it through the shop
until threatened with a £50 charge whereupon
he beat a hasty retreat!

PTO




Collecting underground is not permitted, but
future underground development work next
winter should provide fresh material on the tips.
NB - a more detailed account of the mine, its history,
geology and mineralisation is planned for a future
Newsletter.
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