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A grand total of two people, including the leader,
attended this meet in hot and sunny weather. The
nodules extracted from the Oxford Clay were as
durable as ever and sore hands and shoulders from
wielding sledge-hammers were quickly the result.
Even 10Ib hammers bounce off these nodules!

Once broken open the septarian fissures were found to
contain largely calcite and only rarely was celestine
encountered. One specimen already removed from
the pit by drag-line did produce good white to blue
massive celestine with some terminations, while other
nodules which had been crushed by heavy plant in the
pit bottom gave some reasonable calcite.

Perhaps most notable on this visit were sightings of
great spotted and green woodpeckers and a pipistrelle
snoozing on the brickwork of the office buildin g.
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From the Oxford Times (Business Times)
September/October 1991

The London Brick Company’s works at Calvert near
Bicester, is closing with the loss of 360 jobs. The
works, which have produced bricks for nearly 100
years, have been hit by the low level of activity in the
building industry caused by the property slump and
the economic recession.

The works was founded in 1901 when Mr. Arthur
Wemer Itter bought land beside the new Great Central
Railway at Calvert from the Warden or Rector and
Scholars of Lincoln College, Oxford. He bought
more land from them in 1905.

In its heyday the works had six kilns and employed
around 1,200 people making about 6 million bricks a
week. In recent times it had four kilns producing
about 2 million bricks a week.
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Monica Price adds: \Qé} f\‘i G\?ﬂ D ,Zl
I have ofien seen the Calvert Brick Pits, Bucks.
referred to as “Calvert Buclas”, Am I right in suspect-
ing that someone once typed up a slightly illegible
field meetingslistand converted a ‘k’ to ‘la’ - an error
thatescaped notice at the time, and seems tohave been
perpetuated on many a specimen label and field meet-
ing report!?
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