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[Grid Ref: SO 049 520] - 16 April 1995
WWB, Leader: Gwyn Billington

This, the first meeting of the new season, saw
only four members in attendance. It is a very
interesting quarry but unfortunately does not
contain a great deal of collectable material. Some
excellent quartz crystals to 2 cms. were found in
the mid-section of the quarry but little else of
note apart from some scattered laumontite,
chlorite and what Steve calls ‘pyrobitumen’!
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27th May 1989 The Rhiw Nant Mine. Leader: Dr.
P.R. Williams. Ten members met at the lay-by at
11.00am, unfortunately I had described this as a car
park, the grid.ref. however was correct butapologies to
anyone who did not find us.

We decided to investigate the spoil heaps on the
hillside opposite the mine buildings. After negotiating
a narrow footbridge we had a short walk to the lower
dumps. Here there was an abundance of chalcopyrite,
mainly solid vein material buta few crystallised speci-
mens were collected. Quartz was plentiful, some well
terminated crystals up to 20mm in cross-section and
others with sulphide inclusions were found. Small
amounts of malachite and linarite were collected, the
linarite commonly associated with cerussite.

The spoil heaps higher up the hillside were then visited,
here malachite was plentiful both as green crusts and
radiating sprays of acicular crystals. Under Dr. Peter
William's tutclage we began a survey 1o plot the out-

i

28th May 1989 Return to Rhiw Nant Mine. The old
mine buildings, wheelpit and flooded shaft were exam-
ined. The spoil heaps adjacent to the mine consist
mainly of galena and sphalerite in_quartz vein stuff.
We then moved a short distance to some older dumps
where the Pb-Zn mineralisation includes small amounts
of copper. Dark green crusts of f malachite were again
fairly plentiful, linarite and cemssne were also found
along with anglesite crysrals The best find of the day
was small wulfenite crystalsassociated with pyromor-
_phite cty§El's_A_ enjoyable weekend. G.B.
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Vaynor Quarry, Merthyr Tydfil,
Glamorgan 22 June 1991 QN9 91) 22

Thirteen members made their way to the lowest level
in the quarry which is only partly used at the present
time. Towards the northern end, small crystals of
fluorite to 8mm in size varied in colour from colour-
less transparent to dark purple. Several calcite crystal
habits were noted, as well as scalenohedral crystals
encrusted with small crystals of pyrite.

RsN (1997) 20 .
kcd“l “0-’\/ Icml‘ Q.&H&

o n

Calcife, scaleno-

£, inl. some small yls.

22 May 1993 Vaynor Quarry, Cefn Coed,

Merthyr, Mid Glamorgan {5 N (| 99q> 24/

Ten members arrived for the first real collecting
trip this year. After finding our way through the
maze of roadways, we settled down to collect.

Excellent cubes of fluorite were soon found, among
the best seen from this locality. However they
occurred mainly in small vughs in quite large
boulders of hard bituminous rock, difficult to ex-
tract, so not many people obtained good speci-
mens. Good samples of calcite (with and without
chalcopyrite) were found as were (for those inter-
ested in fossils) some very good corals.

Rain set in and it was decided to call it a day about
4pm. Still, Vaynor promises well for the future.
GB



vaynor Quarry, Cein Coed, Merthyr

Tydfil, Mid Glamorgan [Grid Ref: SO 038
095] and Cilfynydd Coal Tlps, Pontypridd,
Mid Glamorgan [Gnd : ST Q8 92] -
1 October 1994 \95) 26

SB, Leader: Jim Gouldmg
Grey, drizzly weather greeted our journeys to
Vaynor Quarry in Merthyr Tydfil, but it had
dried up when we arrived and remained dry
during our visit. Only six members made the
effort to attend this field trip, others possibly put
offby the weather prospects (or in some cases, the
collecting prospects).

We should have considered the non-appearance
of prominent members of the Wales and West
Branch as ominous. They obviously knew a
thing or five about collecting at Vaynor at the
moment. Vaynor is known for the very fine
cubic fluorite ofa deep purple colour, but on this
occasion only smallsamples were found -although
everyone did collect some specimens. I suspect
that many classic specimens are now to be found
in Steve Plant’s collection! Unfortunately, it
seems unlikely that fresh material will become
available from the most productive areas in the
near future. Other minerals found were some
fine baryte crystals and possible hydrocarbons,

but the few specimens collected were not worth
the anthar’e 330 mila rannd trin
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